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DEDICATION 


An inner nostalgic urge that would not be quieted prompted me to 
save for succeeding generations the collection of Civil War letters in 
this booklet, "DEAR PARENTS", and to dedicate my booklet to the memory 
of the brothers who wrote the letters and to their life-long friend, 
my own grandfather. | 7 : 


The brothers were illiam Henry Harrison Shibley and John Samuel 
Shibley. My grandfather was Alvis Smith, 


A friendship between the Shibleys and my family began in 1860 when 
Rev. and Mirs, Henry Shibley moved, with their sons and daughter, from 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, to near Van Buren in the same state, That 
friendship of 102 years still exists, the ties that now bind us being 
between fourth and fifth generations. ee: 


Fran the Shibleys! log home down on Neal Prairie, up Flat Rock creek 
and across White Mountain to the home of James Graham Stevenson and 
his wife, Nancy Jane, and their large family of boys and girls, was 
only a little more than a mile as the crow flies. 


On the north end of the mountain,. settled widow Hlizabeth Smith with 
her two boys -- the older one, Alvis, having courted, married and 
brought home to live-with his mother, his bride, one of the Stevenson 
girls, Pretty Sarah Jane, called Sally. He had taken Sally on horse- 
back to the parson's the day after Christmas in 1857. 


Mr, and lirs.Stevenson were my paternal great-grandparents. iizabeth 
Smith was another paternal great-grandmother,and ..lvis and Sally Smith 
were my paternal SREP eRLe s 


Alvis and Sally had gone to Flat Rock school together, and the Shib- 
leys' younger children attended there with the smaller Stevensons and 
Alvis' brother, Levi, who had died of "cramp colic" the year that 
A lvis and Sally were marricd, 


Like a cyclone, the Civil lar gathered up every eligible man and boy 
and same who were not so eligible. Two of the Shibleys, four of the 
Stevensons and Alvis Smith were among the pexehberapod lads to go. 


William H. H. Bripler the oldest of the Shibley children, and his 
brother, John Samvel, enlisted in June 1862 in the Confederate cause 
and” never left the Confederacy. Alvis Smith and his brother-in-law, 
Robert '. (Dick) Stevenson, were conscripted the same month, against 
their wishes, into the same. Their hearts were with the Union but they 
dared not follow their hearts, Alexander Campbell (Cam) Stevenson en- 
listed inthe Confederate army and remained with it until the war ended. 
Sam and John Stevenson joined the Federal amy and, with the path open 
to them, Alvis and Robert finally succeeded in reaching the Federal 
lines in 1863 and uniting in the Union cause. 


Alvis Smith became a 2nd Lieutenant in Co} L, 2nd Regiment, Arkansas 
Cavalry Volunteers, His service record in the Union army, as filed in 
the National Archives at lashington, D.C., states on several muster 
rolls that he was "in command of his company" at various times and as. 
"Captain" relieved the company captain, lilliam Bowlin, on numerous 


oe 


occasions. He was affectionately known by all his old war buddies and i] 
town people as "Cap", because of this command, 


: ; \\j 
W.H.H. and John Shibley, Cam and Robert Stevenson, and Alvis Smith, i 
all were enrolled in Company G, 22nd Regiment, Arkansas Infantry, and 
all fought in the battle of Prairie Grove on December 7, 1862. 


On the day of this battle, ev. and Mrs. Henry Shibley loaded’ their | 
other children in their wagon and drove to the home of the Stevensons J 
to spend the day. They had a mutual misery with their friends, and | 
wished to be near in their anxiety. My great-grandmother had cooked ih 


‘dinner, with the help of her 13-year-old daughter Ruanna, her only 
- child remaining at home. 


Ruanna was my great-aunt. JI remember her fondly when she was in her 
nineties, for she told me the events of that day and of how her name 
'-and mine (for mine is Ruanna) goes back so far into our heritage. 


‘“ She said the meal was placed on the table and the families sat down. 
Reverend Shibley invoked the blessing of God on the food and on the 
absent boys. They could hear the distant rumble of the cannon at ‘the 
battle of Prairie Grove as it echoed over the Ozark hills and valleys. 
Tears filled all eyes and they arose from the table without eating a 
bite. "Old" Aunt Ruanna said she went outside, behind the barn, ‘and 
stayed there all afternoon, crying her heart out for her brothers and 
the neighbor boys, but most of all for Brother Robert, for the two of 
them were the only ones of their family not married, and she missed him 
so very, very much. 


The sands of time do not always sift according to our desires. Rob- 
ert did not come home. A report’ of the casualties from October 19, 
1861, to-.November 15, 1864, listing the killed, wounded and missing of 
the 2nd Brigade, Cavalry Division of General Pleasanton's command, in 
the campaign in Missouri, included Robert Stevenson's name. He was 
mortally wounded at Booneville, Missouri, and was taken to the Federal 
hospital in St, Louis and then transferred to Overton General Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennesse, suffering from gangrene and erysipilas. He 
lingered in agony until February 4, 1865, when he died. He was buried 
in the Federal cemetery at Memphis. Of those from the hospital buried 
that day, according to the records of the National Archives, Robert 


was the 2lst soldier interred. He rests in Grave No. 1301. He was only 
21 years old. 


It takes time to reconstruct ones home and life after such a war. 
Ww. H. H. Shibley came hom2 to marry and he and his wife moved from the 
little log home they shaved with his parents to Van Buren. Alvis Gnith © 
and Sally, his wife, and their small children also moved into town. In 
a short time they were next-door neignbors, out on North Thirteenth 
street, the Smiths residing in a new colonial home (it stall stands) 


and the Shibleys occupying a home that stood next door to the present 
St Michael's Catholic Church. 


The children were close friends, schoolmates and playmates, Harry 
Shibley, oldest child of '.H.H. and Esther Shibley, was a deaf mute, 
as was his sister Mary. My father, Alvis smith II, learned enough of 
their sign language to become a favorite, and he mastered the game of 
"deaf Baseball" with Harry. Mrs. Shibley and my grandmother, also, be- 
came dear friends, and their ministry to the poor and needy families 
of Van Buren was known far and wide, 


5 


John Samuel Shibley went on to other parts to become a prominent phy- 
Sician. William H. H. Shibley became a widely known merchant, banker 
and church leader. Alvis Smith, also, became a prominent merchant and 


_, large property owner. He was a member of the first school board that 
built the first home for the public schools in Van Buren; he was twice 


a Republican Mayor in a Democratic stronghold; was twice postmaster, 
and was active in all the movements for the betterment of his co:mun- 
ity, as was V.H.H.Shibley. 


The fact that ™’. H. H. Shibley stayed with the Confederacy and Alvis 


_”, Smith "left" it, did not seem to alter their friendship. In my child- 
hood, I would notice that the aging Confederates sat on one side of 


Main street and the old Federal soldiers, including Grandpa, sat on 
the opposite side. I also noted that "more of the kids" bragged about 


ry their grandpas who were on the Confederate side than did those of us 


whose grandpas fought for the Union. And that more was said and writ- 
ten about the Confederates than about the Federals. 


Among my earliest recollections is the memory of going tothe Shibley 


~" and Heard Dry Goods store. V!.H.H.Shibley was always there, and I shall 


never forget his snow-white hair and beard. His son Carl, a few doors 
away in his jewelry store, looked so much like his father, and, as I 
recall, he too had white hair. 


In high school, Mary Shibley Dunn's son, Henry, was my latin teacher. 
I recall how pleased was my father when he found this out and how 
rather awed I was when I realized that my teacher's great~grandparents 


., and my own great-grandparents had been neighbors and friends. 


ik My grandparents lived on in their home on North Thirteenth street; 


the Shibleys moved to an imposing home down on Broadway. When I was in 
grade school my grandmother Smith died. And I shall never forget that 
sorrowful day when my father realized that his "Pa" too, was gone. 


Years passed. I went off to the University ofArkansas, was graduated 


. with Journalism as my favorite subject,came home to a newspaper career, 
marriage, motherhood, and years of feature-story work with the Van 


Buren Press—Argus. Harry Shibley, many years before, had married a 
beloved lady, known to folks in Van Buren as "Miss Kate." "Miss Kate” 
became a member of the Press-Argus staff and for years she and I pound- 
ed the typewriter in the same office, Then she and "Mr.Harry", after 
his retirement, moved to Coffeyville, Kansas, to be near their only 


..s0n, Harry Shibley Jr. 


In 1956, after continuous correspondence with "Miss Kate", in which 
we kept the family friendship going, she sent me the collection of 
Civil War letters written by her husband's father and‘uncle. She and 
"Mr. Harry" were growing old and wondered if I might accept them as a 
gift, to preserve them, somehow, for posterity. 


During convalescence from a serious back injury I suffered in the 
fall of 1958, JI read and sorted, chronolagically,the letters in the 
Shibley collection. Many of the letters had to be scanned with a mag- 
nifying glass. It was during this time that I began to feel an urge to 
do something with the letters. I realized that the fast-approaching 
Centennial of the Civil !ar would add interest and draw attention to 
the Shibley letters. I was encouraged by many historians to publish 
the letters but no money was forthcoming from any source to help me. 


/- 
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I had foolishly believed, and this detained’me.in my efforts, that the 
state of Arkansas or some other governmental. ‘agency might furnish 
funds to preserve such treasures. Such collections of Civil Var let- 
ters are of great worth to our history. 


W. J. Lemke of Fayetteville, Professor tmeritus of Journalism at the 
University of Arkansas and one of our state's leading historians, off- 

ered something tangible. He wrote me that the Washington County His- 
torical Society would publish and distribute for me a booklet contain- 
ing the letters, thereby keeping them intact, as I had believed all 
along that they should be kept together and not published in a news- 
paper one by one. I thought that a great deal of their intrinsic value 
ee be lost if they were presented ay 


Ritponen my true desire was to have Te letters published in Craw- 


ford County, where the Shibleys had lived, .yet I was deeply grateful 


to Mr. Lemke and was considering his offer, when something happened to 
me in 1961 that caused me to decide immediately to accept the kindness 
of Be Washington County society. 


df had been to Fort Smith and, just before dusk, was driving across 


ce _ the viaduct to enter Broadway in Van Buren, when i saw immediately be- 


fore me,standing against the darkening sky, the silhouettes of the two 
chimneys of the old W.H.H.Shibley home. I had heard that it was to be 
torn down and, perhaps, replaced by a filling station, but I was not 


-. prepared for the scene before my eyes -- the home had disappeared com- 
. pletely and all that was left was the chimneys , -some rubble and wisps 
- of smoke curling skyward. The next moming early I called a photogra- 


pher to hurry down and take a picture of the chimneys. 


‘About this same time, while workmen were remodeling the old Shibley 


- and Heard Dry Goods building, 1 was called to the store and given some 


keepsakes that had been found in the basement and which I recognized 
as belonging to l:. H. H. Shibley. There were two Justice of the Peace 
commissions, a post card he had written in 1914 to his daughter, Leah 


-». Shibley Allen, a card bearing the American Finger Alphabet, and a lite 
a pbLe red leather book entitled "My Prayer". It was inscribed, on the 


flyleaf, "To Father from his Beloved Wife, Christmas 1910." 


I began writing to "Miss Kate” and "Mr, rept and they answered my 


sy, Questions about the family and its history. They sent me requested 
-.,, pictures and gave me advice as to where to turn in my research. I trav- 


eled to the Arkansas Sanitorium at Booneville, to the old cemetery at 
Paris, to Gill cemetery, to the old Shibley log home, and to various 
and sundry people and places to garner facts and photographs. 


Added to the wonderful help of "Miss Kate" and "Mr, Harry" was” the 
encouragement from Mr, Lemke. Had it not been for these friends . and 
their help it would have been an impossible task for me to have cam- 
piled "Dear Parents." My efforts have been a labor of love, so in lov- 
ing remembrance I Begecaue this booklet to 


the Shibley brothers and my Grandpa and to all 
other Shibleys, Gniths and Storensons: wherever . 
they may be. 
Sincerely, 
RUIE ANN SMITH PARK 


Sees. See LS Ses 


Mrs. W. H. H. Shibley 
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Dr. John S. Shibley Mr. and Mrs. Harry Shibley 


IN MEMORIAM 


I am saddened with news of the death of my long-time friend, Harry 
Bishop Shibley Sr. 


"Mr.Harry" was 9h, years old on September 2 of this year, having been 
born in Van Buren inl868. He was the lust of the children of W.H.H. 
and Esther Shibley. 


I had just finfished writing the Preface and Dedication for "DEAR 
PARENTS" when I heard about his death. As was the case in the deaths 
of his sister and brothers, "Mr. Harry's" death, also,was sudden, He 
passed away in Coffeyville-Memorial Hospital where he was admitted 
15 minutes earlier, after suffering a heart attack at his home. He had 
not been ill. ay 


"Miss Kate", his wife, survives him. They were married June 7, 1899, 
at Little Hock. She was the former Katherine Alexander Strauss. An 
only son, Harry Bishop Shibley Jr., lives next door to his parents! 
home. "Mr.Harry" and "Miss: Kate" moved from Van Buren to Coffeyville, 
Kansas, in 1945 when "Mr.Harry" retired and resided at 204 South Fres- 
no avenue. — 


It had been only a few weeks since I had a letter from lirs. Shibley 
and, as usual, "Mir, Harry" sent me his love. I had been to California 
to see my sister, who was ill, and because of this absence I had not 
been in touch with the Shibleys for a month. I was preparing to write 
them about the progress of this booklet, "DEAR PARENTS", when I re- 
ceived word of "Mr. Harry's" passing. The two of them had been over- 
joyed that the collection of Civil War letters were to be published 
and awaited with eagerness a finished copy. 


"Mr.Harry" never spoke a word in all his life,for he was a deaf mute. 
This might have changed the pattern of his long span of years but it 
certainly never dampened his ardor or spirit. He mastered the American 
Finger Alphabet, the means by which the famous Helen Keller was en- 
abled to acquire her education, and he attained heights of body, mind 
and soul that were envied by his speaking-and—-hearing friends, associ- 
ates and family. 


Though denied hearing and speaking, he was never denied the gift of 
how to smile, how to grasp your hand, or the precious gift of laughter. 
He was surrounded from birth with the sympathetic influence of saintly 
grandparents, Rev. and Mrs. Henrv Shibley, and was nurtured and en- 
couraged by his Christian parents and brothers and sisters, Silence, 
shared with sister Mary, became Golden under this upbringing. His wife, 
"Miss Kate", never thought of Hairy as being "different", she often 
told me; he just could not hear nor speak! 


His weaknesses, if there were any locked in his Silence, became 
strengths as he was icved and guided by these people near and dear to 
him. Lacking in one quality necessary for completeness, hia and his 
sister's acceptance made them wholly complete. 


"Mr, Harry's" father's prayer book is now my treasured possession. 
The first verses in the book express this acceptance: 


If theré be. some weaker one, 
give me strength to help him on; 
, df,a blinder soul there be, cal [ 
, Lét me guide him nearer Thee, 
Make ny mortal dreams come true, 
ith the work I fain would do; [ 
Clothe with life the weak intent, 
- Let, me be.the thing I meant; si 
Let me find in my employ z: { 
' Peace that dearer is than joy; L 
Out of self to love be led, . 
‘And to heaven acclimated, ; . ope ' 
Until all things sweet and good . % [ 
Seem my nature's habitude. 


And so, goodbye, "Mr.Harry". Tell all our folks up there "hello." | 
Sincerely, | 
Ruie Ann Smith Park 


PREFACE 


"Dear Parents" is the story of two Civil l'ar soldiers. They were the 
Shibley brothers, who enlisted together, fought together, survived to- 
gether, and finally came back home together. It is told in a collec- 
tion of letters, with an intimacy that could be found only in the out- 
pouring of the hears of the Lai to their mother and father at home 
in Van Buren, EN 


Their keen anxiety. for their parents, five brothers and a sister, as 
well as for their friends back in the old neighborhood, coupled with 
a deep and abiding faith in God,are uppermost in their letters, penned 
from camp or on the march. 


It is the abiding faith that immediately catches the attention and 
will not let it go. The boys were consecrated Christians and some time 
in their growing-up they had sensed the true meaning of the principles 
of Jesus Christ. Perhaps this was from their minister father, or fran 
their saintly mother, or from both. At any rate, they had struck up a 
partnership with:God and they carried it all through the conflict, 
even into battle. . 


At the beginning, and on tHPous out the Civil War, they were devoted 
to the cause of the Confederacy. But, before the struggle was over and . 
they took the long last march which led them home, the brothers saw 
that all was not well; really, on either side of the rebellion. Being 
human, they expressed natural emotions of fear, alarm, dread, anxiety, 
disquiet, but always there was a profound reverence for the Supreme 
Being and a: aS eae belief that eat ye have faith. .nothing Mee be 
impossible." 


Because a background of the Shibley brothers will lend itself to a 
greater understanding and appreciation of "DEAR PARENTS", a fmily- 
va history sketch is given here by Ruie Ann Smith Park of Tan Buren, own- 
er of the old letters, compiler of this booklet, and long-time friend 
of the Shibley family. 


pi =f afb 


Some time previous to the Revolutionary lar, a John Shibley emigrat- 
ed to America-.from Switzerland and settled in New York. In 1788 he 
married Elizabeth Shoults and in 1792 they moved to Montgomery County, 
New York, settling upon land that was owmed and occuvied for many 
yeers by John Shibley's descendants. In the winter of 1835, he moved 
to Ralls County, Missouri, and in 1843 to Adair County, Missouri. 


This John Shibley's son, Henry, the father of our two soldier-boy 
brothers -- William Henry Harrison Shibley and John Samuel Shibley -- 
was born in 1815 in Montgomery County and in 1839 was married to Miss 
Elizabeth A. M.. Boyd. 


In ‘1810, Henry Shibley moved to the northwestern part of Adair Coun-. 
ty, iiissouri, and commenced merchandising at a place to became known 
as Shibley's Point. In connection with his mercantile firm, he engaged 
in milling. 


10 [ 
Henry and Elizabeth Shibley reared a family of seven sons and one : 


daughter, all the offspring being born in Missouri with the exception (| 
of the youngest. Their grandchildren numbered legion. | 


From -Shibley's Point. the family moved to Fayetteville,Arkansas, and~ - [ 
resided. there a part of 1858 and 1859. Here, Jacob Irvin was born. A. i 
letter to Henry Shibley at Fayetteville from an old neighbor. back in. 

Shibley'!s. Point. brought. henry news from the Missouri village and en-... | 
lightened him as to the political issues and the scenes at Shibley's , [ 
Point. This is the only epistle in the collection of Civil War letters 

that was not.written by. the two Shibley brothers. 


eat nae ee ne al te | oo Apes ig | 

Rev. Henry Shibley had been drawn to Fayetteville by the influence |. { 

of the Rev. Robert Graham, who had located in that town, and who was _- 

preaching for the Disciples of Christ denomination and extending this rr 

faith from.his headquarters at Fayetteville, Mr. Graham had founded | 

Arkansas College at Fayetteville, the forerunner. of the University of | 

Arkansas. During the Shibley family's stay in Fayetteville, Henry, who - | [ 
| [ 


had become a minister. of the Disciples of Christ, and his two oldest 
sons, I!.H.H. and John S., passed the. teachers' examination conducted 
by Reverend Graham and all taught school near the place. ” 


In the early part of 1860, the oldest son, W.H.H., was sent dow [ 
across the Boston Mountains to Van Buren to locate a farm for the | . &§ 
Shibley family. This he did and with the help of neighbor men, he . _. | 
built a substantial "one-room-with-attic" log house on the land he [ 
bought. This house boasted a wonderful fireplace anda neat little 
stairway, that led to the attic bedroom, There were all sorts of possi- | 
bilities. for enlarging the house, with other rooms tacked on, and x i 
porches, | | uN 

When everything was ready, Henry and Elizabeth moved from Fayette- | 
ville to their new home four miles east of Van Buren. It was close by L 


the Gill cemetery, Flat Rock creek, and the old Flat Rock church which. | 
also served to house Flat Rock school. For many years, including the |. i 
lean Civil War years, the family resided there. thse "3 fi 


William Henry Harrison Shibley had left his sweetheart, Esther Cook, / 
back in Missouri. She taught school to pass away her loneliness and | 
fear for her loved one in Arkansas, because the distant threat of war L 
was coming closer and closer and |'.H.H. was of a ripe age to go. As | 
also was his brother, John Samiel. 5 at) 


B Besides W.H.H. and Samuel, the other Shibley children, in the order 
of their birth, were: Lemuel Smith, Edna, George Webster, Albert 5ish- 
op, David Parks, and Jacob Irvin. 5 


Surrounding the little log home were 120 acres of good land. Not far 
away was the fast-growing town of Van Buren, situated on the bank of 
the Arkansas River, just opposite the town of Fort Smith. Between the 
Shibley land and Van Buren, one crossed the creek known as Flat Rock, 
a small stream in dry weather but a powerful one when heavy rains fell 
on the Boston tiountain watershed. On the east side of the crpek, a few 
years previous to the Shibleys' settlement in Crawford County, one 
Albert Pike had taught a one-room school. But he had gone away and be- 


fore long was being proclaimed far and wide for the wonderful works he : 
was doing, ipiicatit 


Original Shibley home near Van Buren. One- 
room-with-attic log house at left, later weath- 
erboarded. Log house at right was added later. 
House at left still standing, has original fire- 
place, mantel, stairs to attic. House built in 
1860 by eldest son, W. H. H. Shibley, for his 
parents and their family. 


This one-room-with-attic log cabin, still stand- 
ing near the original home, was built later. 
The family was enlarged by the marriage of 
the older sons and more room was needed. It 
is not known which of the Shibley sons lived 
in this house. The log cabin is about 90 years 
old. 


FOUR GENERATIONS OF SHIBLEYS 


This picture, taken on Christmas Day 1901, shows Henry Shibley, then 86 
pestauaial his son, Wm. H. H. Shibley, 61; his grandson, Harry B. Shibley, 33; 
and his great-grandson, Harry B. Shibley, Jr.. 9 months old. Each was the 


first-born in their families. 


y! 
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For fifteen years, Rev. Henry Shibley taught school in Crawford 
County, in addition to farming with his older sons, and preaching the 
denominational beliefs of one Alexander Campbell. Members of the pio- 
neer Neal family, from whom the prairie on which the Shibleys lived 
got its name, recalled that children of the Neal family attended hev+ 
erend Shibley's classes, and that he preached in the neighborhood. 


Missionaries of the Campbellite movement, fromtime to time, had 
come to Van Buren to labor in what they termed "the good cause of the 
Reformation", as fostered by Graham at Fayetteville and Shibley in 
Crawford County. In the "History of Northwest Arkansas" published in 


1889, is a letter dated "Van Buren, March 7, 1848",in which a Rev. J.T. 


Johnson writes to "Beloved Bro.Campbell", stating, in part, that John- 
son was 1,500 miles from home and that success had been far beyond the 
expectations of the most sanguine. Johnson wrote that he had visited 
Fayetteville and labored there 12 days with good success. He was ex- 
pecting to start for The Rock soon, the letter continued. 


On the same page of this old history is a statement that services 
were held occasionally by the then Kev. Henry Shibley. This statement, 


of course, refers to years after Rev. Johnson had made his visit here - 


Die SHE 


Rev. Henry Shibley taught at one time in the Old ht cea Church 
(now the public library) in Van Buren. His name is listed with the 


other teachers as meting in Van Buren to organize the Crawford County 


Teachers Institute in 1870. The late Miss Margaret Wood of Van Buren, 
leading churchwoman of her day amd a member of tle Christian denomina- 


tion, said that Nev. Shibley baptized her father, Jim Wood, in Flat 


Rock creek, and an old issue of the Van Buren Press-—Argus states that. 
her mother, Sophronia Wood, was baptized in 1856 by Rev. Graham during. 
a preaching visit to the Van Buren congregation. 


Reverend Shibley was a student, with a keen memory. He was reading 


"Prescott's Conquest of Mexico", when, in his eighties, his eyesight 


and hearing failed. Yet he recalled the context and reviewed the book 
perfectly in later years. He and the well-known Dr. A. M. Bourland, a 
learned man, were dear friends. They had a common interest in the lit- 
erary and other fields and spent many happy hours together in VanBuren 
discussing many timely subjects and reading aloud to each other. 


is _—*oyes 


William Henry Harrison Shibley was plowing in his father's field - 


when a man from Van Buren came galloping by on a horse, in 1861, and 
told him that war had been declared. 


Years later, William said: "In June, 1862, on a Saturday at 12 noon, 
I left my plow in the field to go to a military meeting at Flat hock. 


The excitement was intense about the war, which by this time was rag- 


ing. The following Monday, my brother, John Samuel, and I joined Can. 
James P. King's Company G, 22nd Negimert, Arkansas Infantry, C.S.A." 


W.H.H.Shibley had been born April 21, 1840, in Madisonville, Mo., so. 
he was 21 years old. John S. Shibley had been born November 30, 1843, 


in southwest Missouri, so he was 18 years old. Both traveled the long — 


long road to war and traveled it back again. They were stationed in 


ie 


-pattle of Helena, W.H.H. was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant and during the t 


ee ‘ment, the 34th Arkansas, commanded by Col. W.H.Brooks of” Fayetteville, 


2 ee enue | 


-. camps in Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas,as their letters‘to their "Dear | 

- Parents" point out. Their Company took part in the battle of Prairie I 
Grove on December 7, 1862, in the battle of Saline River (Jenkins Fer- | 
ry), and the battle of Helena on July 4, 1863. A short time after the 


summer of 1864 to lst Lieutenant. He was commanding his Company ard 

- was Acting Adjutant of the Regimert. at the time of the surrender at 
-. Fort. Smith on June 9, 1865. When Company G left Van Buren, it numbered [| 
- 150 men. Only 35 returned. Some were killed, some died,*some resigned, | 

am? some deserted. The Regiment encamped the. winter of 1864 at Camden, 

Ark. They marched to Pleasant Hill and Mansfield, La., ‘but were too 

late to take part in those battles. —-- aa Shee | 


This is how the Civil War ended for the Shibley brothers. The 22nd 
Regiment, of which Company G was a unit, was at- Marshall, Texas, at [| 
the. time of Lee's surrender. Capt. Robert Miles was absent on leave, | 
so lst Lieutenant W.H.H. Shibley was in command of the Company. The 
... troops stationed at. Marshall were expected to surremer at Shreveport, 

La. Officers of the 22nd Regiment and another Northwest Arkansas regi- [| 


of the state. The 22nd's men were mostly from Crawford County -- from 

--¥Yan Buren and the numerous other villages, as well as:a goodly number | 

from the valleys and ridges of the Boston range of the Ozarks to the (4g 

_. north. The men of the 34th Arkansas were from across the Boston range [| 
but distinctly of the Arkansas Ozarks —- they were from Prairie Grove, 

Cane Hill, Fayetteville, farms on Cove Creek, Richland, from near 

Rhea's Mill and other environs. The 34th's men andthe 22nd's men had af 

. gotten pretty well acquainted, for their paths had been crossing often. [| 

The 34th had drilled, before the -battle of Prairie Grove in December, 

1862, down along the Ar’ ansas River near Van Buren. | 


held a consultation, as most of the men lived in the samé general part [ 
| 


To goto’ Shreveport -would require many miles of unnecessary travel, {| 
as they would -have to go down the Red Xiver to the Mississippi, up 
that river to the mouth of the Arkansas, - am up that river to Little \\ 
Rock. If the water was low, they would have to march overland to Van {) 


Buren. 


When the proposition was made to the commanding officer that these {| 
two regiments be allowed to go to the Post at Fort Smith to surrender, } 
he readily agreed, as that would relieve him of two regiments. The 
regiments left Marshall together and marched as a little amy. The ‘i 
roads were rough. and it took between 16 and 18 days to make the trip. 

Strict discipline was observed and nothing was molested enroute, this | 
speaking well of the men and their officers. + | | 


When the two regiments were within a short distance of Fort Smith , 
they halted and pitched camp. They put out guards, as they felt that, 
although they were at home, yet they were in the country of the enemy .i/ | 
and they wished to be prepared for any emergency. Several of the offi- 

. cers went into Fort Smith with a flag of truce, not knowing whether ‘ 
the commanding officer at the Post knew they were to report to him. | 
Company G was represented by its First Lieutenant, W.H.H.Shibley. When | 


ell necessary arrangements for their surrender had been made, those 7 
with the flag of truce returned to camp and made their report. The 

regiments then .broke camp and marched into Fort Smith, with their {| 
bands playing "Dixie" and their flags flying. 


The men marched up, stacked their guns, and stepped back, Lieutenant 
Shibley was one of those selected to go to the headquarters of General 
Bussey, at what is now known as the "Old Commissary Building" in Fort 
Smith. They were received kindly. Lieutenant Shibley told the General 
that his men lived just across the Arkansas River in Crawford County, 
several of them in Van Buren, and that he would like to have a day's 
rations and ferriage for the men, as they had no money with which to 
pay their passage across on the ferry. 


Soon, the men were drawn up in line in front of their guns, each one 
being searched for ammunition. The swords of the officers were taken 
but the sidearms buckled around their waists on the outdide of their 
uniforms were allowed to be kept by the men. The soldiers were then 
paroled and told to return later and take the oath of allegiance, 


W.H.H.Shibley brought Company G home, across the river, to Van Buren 
and took them to the Commissazxy deparcement located at the foot of Main 
street. Each man received one day's rations. Those living in town were 
asked to give their portions over to those living out in the county so 
they would have sufficient to last until they reached their own fire- 
sides. Some dwelt on Lee's Creek, some down at Dyer, some on Big Mul- 
berry, some at Cedarville, some out in the Stevenson settlement, some 
at Figure Five, and others out in other neighborhoods. 


The soldiers | were nct taken up Main street, as the feeling at Van 
Buren was not as friendly as had been, that at Fort Smith. Rather, they 
were taken up Webster street, the one just south of liain, to a vacant 
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lot at Webster and. South Sixth streets. The Company was disbanded. The 


soldiers went home. 


Years later, the Shibley brothers and A. J. Lockhart wrote down the 
names, from memory, of 138 of the original Company G of 150 boys. Many 
muster rolls had been lost and the vears had a way of dimming their 
recollection, but here are the ones they remembered. 


Abbott, ----- Campbell, Tom 


Alvison, Wiilian 
Alvison, Joe... 
Bates, Peter 
Bailey, Doe 
Bailey, Quint 
Baxter, James M. 
Baxter, F. 
Baxter, Poly 
Barker, James 
Benoit, iimest 
Benton, Jim 
Best, ----- 
Bostick, Aifred 
Brodie, John 
Brou1s. (J. io. 
BPOGLe sel. ts 
Burrer, Jrhn 
Buford, John 
Bushong, Alex 
Bushong, Witl 


Carson, Kitt 
Chambers, Hall 
Chilton, A. 
Glan, giask, 
Clegg, Joe ~ 
Coleman, }ill 
Coleman, Jack 
Coleman, Louis 
Collins, Ben 
Couts, Wilt 
Covey, John 
Curry, Lige 
Pay, David 
Daniels, John 
Davis, John 
Davie, oer. 
Dyer, Steven 


Teo-43 ww v ait 
Edwards, James 
Zstes, John 


po 
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Fullerton, Robert 
Gee, James 
Glass, John 

Glass, Henry 
Harrison, John 
‘Hartgraves, John. 
Hawkins, J. D, 
Heard, John 

-> Hill, James 
.' Hiner, Isaac 
Hines, Jack 
Hinkle, John 
Hinkle, James. 
Hodges, John 
Houck, Joseph 
Howell, A. B. 

_ Irvin, ----- 
Jackson, B. 
Jackson, F. 
Jackson, John 
Jackson, Will 
Jackson, Tom 
Jones, James 

_ King, James P, 

. Kinton, Wash 
Kuykendall, --~- 
Lacy, Alex H. 
Langford, Lewis 
‘lige, remem 
Lockhart, A. J. 

. Luntsford, ~--- 
Iynch, Pat 
Maples, Joe 
Matlock, John 
Matlock, David 
Manis, James 
Martin, Dick 
McCafferty, Mike 
McCurdy, John 
ticGee, Ben © 
McGee, Thomas 
McIntyre, —--- 
Meggins, W. E. 
Berta Li owes 
Miles, Robert 
Moore, D. W, 
Moss, Sam 


-Proffet, James - i y 
Pugh, \m. | 
Rucker, Nute 

. Sagely, Joe | 5 ae 
Salyons, Arch cmey [| 


Wells, Tom | 


Mullen, John 
Mullen, George 
Murton, Hdward 
Neal, F. lM. | 
Norwood, George — | 
Palmore, 5S. 
Peveyhouse, Jasper | 
Pounds, Isaac . 

Pounds, Newnan ~ 


Moss, Joe [; 


Savage, Joe 
Shibley, John S. 7 

Shibley, W.H.H. | 
Shields, Will | 


“Shields, John 


Simon, Martin . * 

Smith, Rem ah iss (| 
Smith, Americus ; 
Gnith, Alvis’. = 5 . 
Spivey, U. | we (| 
Spoon, Abe aS J 
Stevenson, R.W. (Dick) 
Stevenson, Cam 
Talley, Barton 

Thomas, Whit 

Turner, Thornton 
Turman, Carroll 

Vines, Jim 

Vinsant, I.B. 

Wallace, John W.. 
Warden, Marion ° 
Wells, Jake 


West, John 
West, Marion 
lest, H.T. 
Whitehead, James 
White, Hadly 
Whitely, ----- 
Williams, ---- | 
Winkler, Henry | 


TT ee 


In August, 1866, William Henry Harrison Shibley and his mother drove 
back to their former home at Shibley's Point, Missouri, and he was 
married to his childhood sweetheart, Esther Cook, on the 16th of that 
month. The bride's father, Rev. Thomas Bishop Cook, performed the mar- 
riage ceremony. The bride and bridegroom and his mother ‘came back to 
the log-cabin home in Arkansas, returning ina surrey draw by two 
mules which W.H.H.- had rented. Years later, he told his children and 
grandchildren how, on long weary nights, during the Civil War, he re- 


ceived comfort from looking at the stars, a particularly bright one of 
which he had named "Esther". sag 


Woods, Jim | | | 


After living a year with the Shibley family, ‘\. H. H. and his wife 
moved to Van Buren, where they rented a small log house that stood on 
the northeast corner of what is now South Sixth and Webster streets. 
Here, their oldest son Harry was born. 


SIGE ity BAIT 


John Samel Shibley took up the study of medicine. He had been handy 
at waiting on the sick and wounded in the war. He was graduated with 
high honors frem Medical college at Nashville, tennessee, and returned 
to Arkansas to practice. At Rcseville, located on the south bank of 
the Arkansas River below Fort Smith ( the town has now almost disap- 
peared) and at Ozark, he followed his profession and also taught in 
these towns, At Roseville, a baby was born to him and his first wife 
and here both bis wife and baby died, It is believed they are buried 
at Roseville. 


Dr. J.S.Shibley moved to Paris,Arkansas, and became one of the lead~ 
ing physicians of the state. He was known and loved by all for many 
miles around. He was particularly known for his high Christian charac- 
ter, his many charitable acts, and his help in building the Christian 
church at Paris. . He became known as the leading authority on tubercu- 
losis in Arkansas, and at the completion cf the Arkansas Tuberculosis 
Sanitorium .at-Booneville,; which he had worked hard to establish, he 
was appointed by Governor George Donaghey as its first superintendent. 
This was in the summer of 1910. | 


During the intervening vears, Dr. Shibley had married a second time. 
Miss Eudora Crain Wood had become his wife. She was born December 16, 
1840, and died at Paris on Februery &, 1897. She was buried at Paris. 
There were no children born to them. 


Dr. Shibley's third wife, Ellen JL Shibley, was appointed the first 
matron of the new Sanitoriun, Tablets have been placed there in memory 
of Dr, Shibley and Hllen Shibley for their outstanding work and lead- 
ership, and the Shibley building was named in recognition of the work 
of Dr, Shibley and his wife. 


In March of 1913, Dr, Shibley accompanied one of his patients to the 
Mayo clinic at Rochester. Minnesota, and while there decided to under- 
go an operation on himself. Reection and complications resulted in his 
death at Rochester on March 26, 1913. His body was returned to Paris 
for burial and he and his third wife vest side by side, as was his 
‘wish, in Oak '‘ood cemetery. Ellen Shibley was born December 1, 1849, 
and died on May 26, 1912. On her gravestone are these words: "Blessed 
are they that die in the Lord." Cn the gravestone marking Dr.Shibley's 
grave are these words: "I have fought a good fight. I have finished my 
course. I have kept the faith." The grave of Eudora (Dora) Shibley, 
the second wife, is nearhb:-. 


Although Dr.dohr. Shibley lost in infancy the only child he fathered, 
yet he adopted and reared and educated three daughters. His second 
wife, Eudora, was their adopted mother and shared with Dr, Shibley 
their upbringing. 


Meo. 
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After W.H.H. ‘and Esther Shibley moved to Van Buren, W.H.H. 6lerked 


-in Dr, White's drug store. He then took a step that would eventually 


lead him to a position as one of the leading merchants in Arkansas. He 
accepted a position with the firm of D.C.Williams, one of the promin- 
ent early-day mercantile houses in Van Buren. Williams had come from 
New Orleans in 1845 and had become a partner with the well-known mer- 
chants, Henry & Cunningham. After Cunningham's death, this business 


became that of Henry & Williams, then Williams & Whitfield. After 1872 
Williams carried on alone until in 1878 he sold to two promising mer- 


chants, William Henry Harrison Shibley, who had remained with him as 
his chief clerk through the years, and George Wood, the son of early 


_ settlers in Crawford County. 


The firm was located at the southwest corner of Main and North Third 
streets, in the Alvis Smith block on Main street, It is an interesting 
historical fact that. when Alvis Smith was having excavations made for 
the Shibley & Wood building, his workmen discovered ‘that within that 


S 5) anea on Main street had been the original burying ..ground for the lit- 
_tle city. And that, without a doubt, was the burial place of James 


Phillips, Revolutionary soldier for whom the original town (Phillips ' 
landing) was named, shortly after his arrival with his two sons in the 
1820s. The name "Van Buren" was not given until 1831 when a postoffice 
was established and Thomas Phillips, son of James Phillips, was named 
postmaster, ey 


The name of the mercantile firm of Shibley & Wood became known far 


“and wife. The partners did an annual business of over. half a million 
dollars, with a sales area of half of Arkansas and.extending 50 miles 


into the then Indian Territory, In 1887,1/.H.H.Shibley sold ‘his inter- 
est to Wood Bros. and Southmayd, -and in February of. 1888 he became the 


. president of the Van Buren Canning Company. He was the prime origina- 
» -“ tor and,its- general manager. On july of that year, the company of 
~- Shibley, Bourland & Co. succeeded T.D.Bourland & Co,.in the wholesale 


grocery and commission business. 


Shibley became one of the "first" business men of not only Van Buren 
but of the state, He was stockholder in the Van Buren Ice and Coal Co, 
and was a director and stockholder in the Crawford County Bank, having 
assisted in the organization of both enterprises. He was the first 
president of the bank, which was the forerunner of the present Peoples 
Bank and Trust Company of Van Buren. He was treasurer of the Van Buren 
Building and Loan Association and the Van Buren Land and Improvement 
Company. He was frequently a member of the city council and the school 
board. He was.a Democrat in politics. He ranked high in Masonic bodies 


* and held office in the Grand Chapter of Arkansas. He was a charter 


member of the Royal Arch Chapter in Van Buren and the Knights’ Templar 
of Fort Smith. - a 


= 


William.H. H. Shibley loved farming and as a sideline mastered sane 


_of ‘the finer arts of horticulture. At one time he owned a commercial 


orchard of 25,000 Elberta peach trees jin his old home community near 
Flat Rock Creek. The settlement became known as "Shibley" and because 
W.H.H.Shibley shipped so many peaches and other fruits and berries, a 
side-track on the Frisco Railway became known as "Shibley Switch." The 
school became known as "The Shibley School." His influence caused oth- 


ers to grow fruit, increase the strawberry acreage, and cultivate a 
large variety of crops. 
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On May 1, 1901, the Shibiey interests in the wholesale grocery busi- 
ness were consolidated with the Fort Smith Wholesale Grocery Company 
(Harry Wood had withdrawn his capital and invested it in the Roberts, 
Johnson and Rand Shoe company in St. Louis) and later merged with the 
Reynolds, Davis ‘‘holesale Company in Fort Smith. About 1909, Shibley 
became the elder partner of Shibley-Heard Dry Goods company of Van 
Buren, this firm later becoming the Allen & Vyles Dry Goods Company, 
Allen being Shibley's son-in-law. The present l. B. Smith mercantile 
firm is located in the oid Shibley-Heard building on tain street. 


These accomplishments in tne business world are only a brief sketch 
of what A.H.H. Shibley actualiy did for his town and country, for his 
first love was his family and his church. He was an Elder for over 50 
years in the First Presbyterian Church. For 41 years he was a member 
of the board of trustces of the old Cumberland Presbyterian College, 
later the College of the Ozarks, serving as secretary of the board for 
35 years. Also, he served as a member of the Presbyterian iducational 
Commission of the Synod of Arkansas. 


He and his wife Esther were tne parents of three sons and two daugh- 
ters, who grew to maturity; of two babies -- children of their first 
few years of wedlock -- who died and were buried in Gill cemetery near 
their first littie log home;ana of an infant daughter who died iim 1880 
when she was three days old. 


ao wo iia 


_ Harry Shibley Sr. was the oldest to reach adulthood. He was office 
assistant in his father's businesses in Van Buren and Fort smith and 
held a responsible position in the Plunkett-Jarrell '!holesale Grocery 
in Little Rock, one of the oldest. wholesale grocery firms in Arkansas. 
Harry was at one time coach and athletic director at the Arkansas 
School for the Deaf and for three other state schools for the deaf.He 
also taught printing in these schools. His hobby was baseball and he 
became a weli-knowm player in western Arkansas. During the fall of 
1918, he was employed in the accountancy office at Camp Pike, near 
little Rock, and was cn duty there at the time the World War I Amis- 
tice was signec, He was married to tiiss Kate Strauss, who taught in 
schools for the ceaf along with him, her special field being lip read- 
ing and speech. He rotired in 1945 while employed in Fort Gnith with 
the Weldon, Williams and Lick Printing Company. He is now 94 years old, 
having been born September 2, 1668. He lives with his wife, who is 
lovingly known as "Miss Kave", in Coffeyville, Kansas, near their only 
child, Harry Jv. and wife Hazel. 


Carl Shibley wes the second son of !.H.H. and Esther Shibley. He was 
an active Mason; memoer of the Vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Van Buren; vice-president. of the Shibley and Wood !holesale grocery 
company, and for a number of years was the leading jeweler of VanBuren. 
He was married to iiss Emma Werd, a native of Van Buren and the daugh- 
ter of Prominent early settlers. She has been known affectionately as 
"Miss En" Shibley. She stiil resides in Van Buren at the family home 
on South Seventh street. Her husband died suddenly January 20, 1923, 
and was buried in Fairview cemetery in Van Buren. 


The oldest daughter otf usther and '’, H. H. Shibley was Mary Shibley 
Dunn, for ten years matron of the Arkansas School for the Deaf at Lit- 
tle Hock. She died there suddenly while on duty at the school on May 4, 
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1935. Her body was returned to Van Buren where she was buried in the 
Shibley family plot.. Her grave marker. bears the dates: 1873 - 1935. 
Her husband is buried nearby. : om: 


William A.Shibley was the fourth child of Mr.and Mrs. W.H.H.Shibley. 


He was graduated in law from the University of Virginia and practiced 
one year in Crawford County court as a partner of Jesse Turner. He 


moved to Newburn, Tennessee, his wife's old home, where he engaged in - 


banking. He, too died suddenly, in Miami, Florida. His. body was 
brought home to Van Buren and interred at Fairview cemetery in the 
Shibley lot. The gravestone bears the dates: 1876 - 1926. 


The youngest chiddiwas deean Shibley Allen, the wife of Earl T Allen, - : 


a merchant of prominence in Van Buren. They moved:to Clarksville and 
later to Little Hock, where Mrs. Allen, also, died suddenly. Her body 
was brought home to Van Buren to rest in the Shibley plot. The dates 
inscribed on her tombstone are: 1878 - 1951. Her husband survives her 
and resides in Little Rock. 
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Harry Shibley Sr. and his sister, Mary Shibley Dunn, were both born 


deaf, They were, well educated in special schools and held the love and 
respect of friends and co-workers: wherever they lived. In the June 
1960 issue of the "Silent “orker", national magazine for the deaf, 


there is an article by Harry Shibley Sr. entitled "The Arkansas School — 


in the 1870s -- Recollections of a Deaf Octogeriarian's Boyhood." His 
picture, taken about the time he entered the Arkansas Deaf-Mute Insti- 
tute in Little Rock, at age nine, illustrates the article. 


Esther Shibley lived in Van Buren almost a half century and it was 
said by all who.knew her that her unselfish life was imelibly in- 


pressed upon the lives of her children and others around her. She took: 


an active interest in temperance and this interest was shared by her 
husband. Both were always found with the most earnest workers in the 
promotion of this commendable virtue. The Sunday School, too, received 
a full share of their combined attention and encouragement, as did 
charitable works. She was founder and leader of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union in Crawford County am represented the state of Ark- 


ansas at national conventions of the Union. Her home was always open — 
to friends and family, as well as to. strangers whom she could help in 


any way. 


Esther was born August 9, 1843,and died in Van Buren August 18, 1912.” 


Near her grave in Fairview cemetery is the grave of the th ree-day-old 
daughter, Cyrena Shibley, born September 20, 1880; died September 23, 
1880, with this epitaph: "Of such.is. the Kingdom of Heaven." 


A large marker was erected at Esther Shibley's grave and to her men- 
ory by her husband. The only inscription, except the dates and a bold 
wording of the name "SHibley', is that ordered by William Henry Harri- 
son Shibley. It is: "WOMAN PERFECTED." 


W.H.H. Shibley died December 10, 1932, at Clarksville, where he had 


gone to make his home in his declining years’ with his daughter, Leah 
Shibley Allen. He was 92 years old. His body was returned home ,to rest 
beside that of his wife. On the gravestone, the inscription states 
ee here lies "2 Lieut. W.H.H.Shibley, Co.G, 22 Ark Inf CSA." That is 


But the wording of the inscription on the tombstone down at Paris, 
Arkansas, marking the grave of his brother, John Samuel, is uppermost 
in the minds of those who knew and loved him: "I have fought a good 
fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith." 
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The soldier bovs' father and mother, Rev.and Mrs. Henry Shibley, are 
buried beneath ancient cedars in old Gill cemetery, just a stone's 
throw from the little cne-room log house where they made their home, 
the year before the Civil War encompassed them with all its fury. 
Their headstones are graying with ege em are covered with moss am 
lichen. The little house is still standing andthe neat stairway to 
the attic is still in good repair. The treads worn by the Shibley 
children and their "Dear Parents" are plainly visible. 


On windy days, the from coor blows open,for the house is unoccupied 
and the hinges on the doczvs creak. The weeds are tall around the house 
and there is an air of emptiness. It is all so different from 100 
years ago, for they are gone to keep their contract with God. Henry 
and Elizabcth led the war. 


Ruie Ann Smith Park 
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These two monuments mark the graves of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Henry Shibley. They are located in the Gill cemetery, about 
one mile east of Van Buren. 


APR 211840 


Grave of W. H. H. Shibley Grave of J. S. Shibley 
in Fairview Cemetery, in Oakwood Cemetery, 
Van Buren, Ark. Paris, Ark. 


These are the two brothers who were Confederate soldiers and 
wrote the letters that appear in this book, to their “Dear Parents” 
in Van Buren, Ark. 


Letter No. l 


(Envelope: - © 
Camp McIntosh, Arkansas 
Henry Shibley, Van Buren Ark 
Care Ward & Southmayde) 


Camp hicIntosh Ark 
Thursday August 21st 1862 


Dear Farents, 


We evbrace this the first opportunity of writing to let you. 


know that we are ‘oth well. We arrived at this encampment Tuesday 
evening after a march of 4 days. “e all stood the trip very well ex- 
cept sore feet. Charley Bailey was left at Southerlands on Lees Creek 
at our. second encampment sick with the shingles, the balance of the 
boys ‘from the neighborhood are well. ne dat Te 7 


We are encamped in Whitfield's winter quarters 2 miles north 
of Cane Hill and 12 or 15 south west of Fayetteville. We are -excell- 
ently situated; the encanpment is very similar to Greers quarters on 
Frog Bayou, rather better I think. There is about 50 toleratly snug 
cabins so that there is about two messes in a house. Our mess have a 
very good cabin all to our selves. The houses come very good last 
night; on our march we broke one of our waggons and had to leave our 
tents at the second camn on Lees Creek (Southerlands), they have not 
yet arrived, and last night we had a very nice rain which brought our 
cabins in very nicely or rather us in to our cabins. 


This is a very fine country, the best I think I have seen in 
the state. lve have plenty of the very best spring water, equal to the 
public spring in Fayetteville. How long we will stay here is rather 
uncertain, though I rather think we will stay here until we have a 
better outfit and probably until we get arms and ammuhition. There is 
nothing reliable as to the whereabouts of the enemy. It is rerorted 
that there was 300 through the neighborhood 8 or 10 days ago, whether 
true or not I don't know. 


I will give you a short account of our journey. The first 
day, Saturday the 16th, we left Camp Johnson at 4 o'clock in the 
morning; having loaded our waggons the night before. “e arrived at Van 
Buren, as you know, about 74 o'clock. Crossing the river we halted at 
the Pevehouse camp ground about noon. Distance 10 miles. The next day 
we made 12 or thirteen miles and camped at Southerlands on Lees Creek. 
During the day we fell in with Uncle George and his boys. Uncle George 
followed on after the regiment and camped with us that night. His fam- 
ily were well then. The next day we made 16 miles and camped on Cove 
Creek. The next day which wis Tuesday we marched 15 miles and arrived 
at this place. Crops are better in this County than with you. Fruit is 
plenty. We draw apples with our rations. The soldiers are not allowed 
to commit any depredation. 

WeHH. & J.o.chibley 


Over — Over — Over 


(In margins) 


Be of good cheer. Mother be not uneasy. May the Lord bless 
you all. ; ; 


We will write again soon if we have opportunity. Kidd of 
Cane Hill was murdered by one Parks -on last Tuesday. Cause of diffi- 
culty not known-to us. Parks fled, Thousand dollars. offered for his 
apprehension. ; 


(On separate piece of paper) 


- me P.S. Since we penned these lines the express has come in 


ordering us to-move. We will move north I suppose in the morning. Here 
let me say that the other troops are all on further north. We probably 
are to join them. Farewell to you all. . 


W.H.H. & J.S.Sh- 


Letter No. 2 


Camp Cunningham Aug 28th 1862 


Dear Parents. 

We are both still well and hearty. We have received no let- 
ter from you as yet and we are getting rather impatient, hope however 
to get one soon. There is no news of importance in camps. We write to 
ask you to make John Samuel a knapsack, if you can handly, if not make 


a haversack. If you make a knapsack make it about as large as Wms 
and then I will take my old one for a haversack. You need have no re- 
gard to color or kind of cloth so it is strong. We don't need any 


more clothing at present. The probability is for a movement northward. 
The discipline of the army is without a parallel scarcely. Nothing 
more as the drum is beating for drill. 
Yours &c 
W.H.H. & J.S.Shibley 


Address: 


Henry Shibley, 
Crawford Co., Arks 
by the hand of Mr. Phillips 


AA 


Letter No. 3 


Envelope: 

Camp Cunningham, Arks. 

Henry Shibley, Van Buren Arks 
by the hand of Capt.lallace 


Camp Cunningham Aug. 30th 1862 


Dear Parents 

I embrace the present opportunity to drop you a few lines. 
We are both well and in good spirits. Mr. Jas. S. Bushong has got a 
discharge on account of enlargement of the veins of the leg, called by 
the Doctor varicose veins. Uncle George has arrived as you stated, 
yesterday evening. They return to you this morning. | 

Your letter of the 26th was received on the 28, It gave us 
much pleasure to hear from you. It is reported that a forward move is 
intended in the course of the coming week. Gen.Hindman has been here. 
He left yesterday for Gen. Raines quarters. Great discipline prevails 
in the Army. Card playing has been suppressed by order of Col.George. 

Capt. Coopers Missouri company has left this regiment. They 
will go to Raines. Dudley Onstot was in that company. The Boys from 
your neighborhood are all well except Mr.Spoon. He has had two chills. 

Give yourselves no uneasiness about us. le have been in the 
service about two months and have had very good health so far. 

Sunday evening Aug. 3lst. We are still both very well. We 
were at meeting this evening. The Preacher was Parson Herald of Van 
Buren. His text was in the first chapter of John and 29th verse, "Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." He did 
tolerably well, some parts however were rendered rather curious. 

James William has made two trips to this place. He rode 35 
miles in the night and arrived here at daybreak this morning. We have 
had cloudy veather for several days and a little rain this morning. My 
trust is in God who delivered Daniel from the lions jaws. If it be 
true that even a sparrow falleth not to the ground without our heaven- 
ly father; then will I trust in God. And in the language of David "I 
will not fear what man shall do to me." 

We wrote to you to make and send us a knapsack, and for fear 
that letter did not reach you I have mentioned it again. Give our best 
respect to iir, Coleman and Wm. Gill. Excuse this informal and badly 
written letter. Yours as ever. 

Wm. H. & J. S. Shibley 


PS. James Bushong has not got his discharge signed by the Genl as 
yet. Don't say any thing about it to his folks for it may be that he 
will not get it. We send this by Capt. Wallace, 

John Samuel has got his shoes half-soled. So we are both safe in the 
shoe line for some time. 


A? 


Letter No, 4 


Envelope: 

Henry Shibley 

Crawford Co., Ark. 

Care Ward & Southmayde, V.B. Arks 


Camp near Elk Horn Friday evening Sept. 12th 1862 


Dear Parents 

Yours of the 2nd was received by the hand of Capt. Wallace 
yesterday evening. It found me well and I trust that it would have. 
been so with John Samuel if he had been here. He was left at Elm 
Springs as a nurse for Marion West, who was taken sick on Tuesday our 
First days march from Camp Cunningham. As I wrote you in our last John 
Samuel had had the Dysentery a few days prior to our march and_ was 
still weak. The first day we marched about 12 miles and I had to carry 
his gun a part of the time for him. Marion West was taken sick with a 
chill that day and afterward had a very high fever so he was unable to 
march the next morning ( Wednesday ). He wanted some one to stay with 
him and as we-were all afraid that John Samuel could not make the trip 
we got permission for him to stay with West and an excellent thing it 
was for we-made two hard days march since, both days through the rain 
and mud which would-have been nearly sure to have made him sick and I 
am entirely sure he would have been left on the road exhausted if not 
sick. They are. at a private house, very :nice people I think (Good 
Templars). We have not heard from then but I look for them on in a few 
days. James William is here and has been for several days he is well, 


We are encamped near the battlefield of Elk Horn, in face 
we are in the very valley and spot that the Federals expect to lead 
the Confederates into and there to annihilate them. Their fortifica- 
tions are on every side, all in gun shot of our tents. I have been out 
to look at some of them and it is really surprising to see the wicked- 
ness of the human heart. If the Confederate army had have come in as 
they had designed, it would have been one of the most disastrous bat- 
tles of modern times. The most of the fighting was done several miles 
from here. Rains and several others are encamped at this place. The 
most reliable news that is circulating in camps say that the Feds are 
fortifying at Mt.Vernon and Springfield, probably it is not true. 


Capt. Wallace arrived yesterday evening, his team however 
has not come up yet so I haven't saw the knapsack as yet but expect to 
tomorrow, Mr.Spoon was left at the hospital at t.Comfort nearly well. 
The remainder of the boys from our neighborhood are well. le have a 
considerable amount of rain and today we are spread out like buzzards 
drying. Crops are very good here where there is any; along the roads 
however there is but very little fencing from here to Bentonville and 
particularly about here. 


We do not know which way nor when we will move again. We 
received two papers yesterday from iir.Gill which are always thankfully 
received. Mr,Thomas was with us the night we stayed at Elm Springs. He 
gave me two dollars sent us by Mr.Coleman. Tell him that we are thank- 
ful for the money. Give my best respects to him and Mrs.Coleman, Tell 
them that we will not forget their many kindnesses as long as I may be 
able to live. 


Wm, and Lewis are well, Fredrick was left in the Hospital at 

Mt. Comfort. Charley Boeley is also well and Tilgman West. I believe I 

will write but little else at present. I could probably interest you 

by telling of the particulars of the battle ground here but I think I 

will write again in a few days. I hope that this may find you all well 

and enjoying as much peace of mind as the circumstances will permit. 
ive my love and respects to ur.Gill. 


Yours most affectionately 
Vv. H. H. Shibley 


So far as I am capable of judging I do not look for a battle soon. 


(Note enclosed with above letter: ) 


Sunday morning Sept. 14th. I (am)still well. Have heard 
ASenine from John Samuel as yet. Mr. Spoon arrived in camps yesterday 


evening. He is now enjoying very good health. Nothing important going ~ 


on that we know of. John Samuel's knapsack was received yesterday 
evening. I think it will suit him first rate. Thanks of our ness for 
the: pepper box and pepper. Yours as ever 

''", H. H,. Shibley 


2 think f will hear from John pretty soon. W.H.H.S. 


Letter No. 5 


Envelope: 

Henry Shibley 

Crawford County Arks 

by the Hand of Samuel Stevenson 


Camp Hlk Horn Friday evening Sept. 19th '62 
Beloved Parents and family, 


I have again an opportunity of sending you a few lines by 
the hand of Samuel Stevenson. I am well. John Samuel is still at Elm 
Springs I sunpose. I have heard nothing from them since they were left 
behind. I humbly trust that there is nothing seriously the matter; for 
they promised that they would write if they did not get along well. We 
are expecting them to come up dayly. So I do not think that either of 
them is sick to any extent but merely recruiting up a little. There 
was another man by the name of Turman from our company left in an ad- 
joining house. I will send them a letter by Stevenson tomorrow as he 
promises to go and see then. I learned by Sam Stevenson and letters to 


the other boys that you were all ee which is always one of my great- 


est pleasures. 

-! We have very fine weather aay the nights are quite cool 
and the days warm; every thing portraying the approach of frost. I 
wrote in my other letter for you to send us some clothing. I rather 
believe that you had better send us as soon as you have a good oppor- 
tunity what clothing you think we will need this winter and we will 
send our cotton clothing home. I don't know that there will (be) any 
clothing issued to the soldiers soon. I think we will probably draw a 
blanket a piece. 

I must bring my writing toa close as I am on guard today 
and will soon have to go on post. We have but little news of any reli- 
able nature. There has been a reception of a large amount of ammuni- 
tion. It is probable that we will push on into riissouri. If you send 
our things please send a needle as some one borrowed ours and didn't 
bring it back, 

Give my respects to all, Mr. Coleman, Shriners, Gill, Bailey 
and others. The boys from the neighborhood. Excuse bad writing spell- 
ing and composition as I am in a great hurry. My love to you and all 
the children. 

Vi Ho” Havshibley 


Maybe you had better send us one old quilt as they are good in cool 
weather, 


Letter No. 6 


Elm Springs, Ark. Sept. 20th A.D. 1862 


Dear Parents: 


I am in tolerably good health at the present. Five days ago 
which was the llth I was left here with Marion West who was sick with 
fever. He soon began to grow better and is now entirely well. In the 
meantime I have been unwell with dysentery but I am much better now. 
Marion is going on this morning with Fred Coleman who was left at Mt. 
Comfort. As for me I am compelled to remain at this place to wait ona 
man who has been very sick. His name is Tirman. He is from our company. 
His fever is broken now so I hope Iwill not have to stay with him more 


than a week, 


Our regiment is in the vicinity of the Battle Ground. The un- 
armed men are at this place, about 3,000. Tell Marion's folks that he 
is well. Also to send his winter clothes the first opportunity. Tell 
the Colemans that Frederic is well. Mr. Bernard Meyer arrived at this 
place last evening. He is going to return to you this morning. 


We have been staying with a very good and pious family of 
the Methodist order, named Saunders. If any of you are passing enquire 
at the tavern for me. Give my best respect to Mr. Gill and Mr.Coleman. 
Marion West sends his best wishes for your wellfare. Do no be uneasy 
about me for God is my Protector. Remember us in your prayers. 


As ever yours &c. 


Jno. S. Shibley 


Letter No. ate 


Camp hecutitoch®" 
_ Tuesday Sept. 30th & Oct. “Ast, 1862 


(Marginal note: The Lord willing we will see 
you all again. We are still encamped at Elk 
Horn and this is the name of our encampment .) 


- Dear Parents:. 


It is again our inestimable privilege to have the opportun- 
ity of writing to the loved ones at home, and saying that we are both 
“enjoying very good health and d together once more after a separation of 
20 days. Your letter of the 19th was received last Friday and I have 
deferred writing until this evening for this reason. I had (thought ) 
John Samuel was calculating to come on in a few days and I thought it 
would be better to wait till hercame than to answer your letter so 
- indefinitely in regard to his health and prosperity. Yesterday even- 

ing I was mde glad by his arrival and Ithink he was glad himself. 
The Lord has been merciful to us! Blest be His name! 


I will leave it to him to say how he now feels...but I reckon 
““- you will count him well when-I say that he walked 25 miles yesterday. 
-The‘health of the.amy is good: ~We have but few men in the Hospital. 
' All the West boys are well also. Wm. Lewis and Frederick Coleman, Ab- 
* raham Spoon and. Charley Bayley,~ both the Turners and. Wn. ae are 

well, They are from our esste INSNa ea 


We have but little to write as to army news. How long we will 
stay here is uncertain, probably until we are reinforced. We are drill- 
ing twice a day; and are getting. pretty well disciplined. Our Company 
is the Color Company and is looked upon as being the Crack Company of 
the Reg. There is about 25 or 30 hundred men here armed and equipped 
and there is some 3,000 unarmed men at Elm Springs besides these there 
is Carroll's Regt and several other commands that are generally ahead. 
There is skirmishing about Cassville, Granby and out through that 
country nearly every day or two with but little result I suppose on 
either side. 


There was two men executed in the Mo. part of the amy jyes- 
terday. One was a Federal that was taken at Lone Jack and after his 
capture emlisted in a Regt. and then deserted. The other was charged 
with desertion and horse stealing. They expatiated their crimes yes- 
terday in the presence of all the troops at this place.What a horrible 
sight. My heart sickened at it. 


We have got our tents again am are now very well situated. 
We have very fine weather now, had a rain day before yesterday, it is 
now quite warm rather indicating another rain. 


In strolling through camps the other day I came across the 
veritable Sylvester Capps, none other. He belongs to the battery that 
was taken at Lone Jack. He left Mo. the same spring we did and came 
down to D. B. Simpson's where he has been most of the time until he 
pte army. Simpson's post office is Little Springs, Washington 

Day 


We received your letter and the knapsack, for which please 
accept our thanks. James William is well. I left him at Elm Springs 
yesterday. morning. I was glad to meet with William and the rest of the | 
boys. When at Elm Springs I found Mr. Wright and old Nelse of Fayette- 
ville. While I was at Elm Springs a meeting was raised in the 3rd Ark- 
ansas Infantry. There are but few guns in that regt., and they are old 
rifles. These the insurgents collected and provided themselves with 
ammunition. About 8 o'clock they formed into a mob and marched past 
two regiments calling out tothe men "Fall in,all that want to go home". 
Rumors were rife that 3 or 4 hundred had deserted. But when morning: 
came it was determined that only 28 were gone. About 40 men have de- -. .: 
serted that regiment. The insurrection is I think effectually quelled. 


We have a battery of six guns attached to our regiment Three .« 
men have deserted from our company, viz., F.M.Durvitt, Jas.Smith anda... -: 4 
Mr.Riply. Perhaps some of them will return again. Good feeling pre-. =... | 
vails in camps. The men appear to be well satisfied with Col.King. BO sages 


I ‘saw Jessee Shepard today. He. is well. While at Elm Dprings ial | 

I saw John Hughes of Middle Fork. He says his father and two younger M 
brothers have gone to the Feds. Samuel Hanna is teaching school in : 

You forgot to tell us how much wheat you had. Wednesday morn- “ : 


that neighborhood. — 

ing Oct. ist. Morning has again come and I find us all in ‘health. Re-. afl 
ports came in to camps yesterday evening that there was a fight going | 
on at Utong (Newtonia), Mo. some 35 or 40 miles from here. Report says : 
that we are beating them back. We have no certain particulars about it . 

When we get them we will write. We think that apiece of carpet that 

you spoke of -in addition to an old quilt would be first rate. We 

thank you for all your kindness to us and remain your children 


| W.H.H.Shibley & J.S.Shibley | 


Letter No. 8 


Camp McCulloch Saturday evening Oct. 4th/62 


Dear Father and Mother, 


As we have another opportunity we will employ it in writing 
a few lines to the loved ones at home. We are both in very good health 
as are also the others from the neighborhood. James William is with us 
and has been since yesterday evening. He is well and will probably 
start on a downward trip tomorrow by whom we will send this. 


We have but little news to write but what you will probably 
have heard before this reaches you. There was an engagement last wWed- 
nesday at Untong (Newtonia) in Mo. between some 4 or 6 thousand of our 
troops and the enemy. The Feds were repulsed with the loss of a number 
killed and a hundred and twenty odd prisoners are at this place now 
and our Regt. helps to guard them. They are generally farmers and are 
from the state of Wisconsin and very poor specimens of Humanity. 


It is thought to be probable that we will move into Missouri 
before a great while. We received a letter and several papers from Mr. 
Gill this evening by which we learned that you were all well. And also 
that you talk of coming up to see us. We would be very happy to see 
you if you think you can come without discommoding you entirely too 
much, Please Give Mr. Gill our thanks for the papers he sent us. Read- 
ing matter is quite an objeck. 


Our fare is better some now than it has been for several 
weeks. We now have Beef, Bread and some Mollases but we zget but little 
salt. We have some yet that Mr. Gill brought us when we were at Camp 
Johnson, 


I saw letters today by which I learned that it (is) yuite 
dry again with you. This will interfere with wheat sowing. We heard 


that you only had 90 bus.of wheat. I was surprised at so small a yield. 


Our advice to you if we may venture to advise would be to live as well 
as you can, that is spend your money and save your selves. Do not suf- 
fer uneasiness about us for that will do your selves harm andus_ no 
good. Remember us in your petitions at athrone of mercy. May the Lord 
direct that we meet again. Our Love to All, Smith, Enda, Webster, Boyd 
Parks and Jacob Irving. As ever your sons 


J. S. & W. H. H. Shibley 


SN SE. SEES 


Letter No. 9 


Camp 8 miles above Fayetteville 
on the telegraph road, Friday on Oct.10th/62 


Dear Parents and Family: 


We drop these lines to let you know that we are well and the 
balance of the boys from the neighborhood. We have been falling back 
for two days from Elk Horn and it seems that we have been pursued. It 
rained both days and nights nearly continually and we have had the 
worst time that I ever saw. However we are faring some better as we 
will probably stay here today and have a chance to dry our clothes. 


John Samuel and I both stood the trip tolerably well though 
we need our clothing badly and if you can send them to us it would be 
a great thing for us. We have no idea which way we will go next, maybe 
we will come further down and maybe go northward again. There is every 
conceivable report in camps in circulation as to the position of the 
enemy but I can say that but little is known by private soldiers. 


Tilgman West desires you to tell his folks that he is well 
and wants them to be as expeditious with his clothing as possible as 
we are afraid that we will go entirely off so that it will be impossi- 
ble to get them. Till says he would write himself if there was time 
but there is very little time to go-on before the mail leaves. Mr. 
Spoon also wants you to say to Mr. Gill that he is doing pretty well 
considering the drouth. He wants his clothing on double quick. 


We received your letter of the 4th before we left Elk Horn 


and would have answered it if we hadn't been run from there. I reckon 


we have nothing else to write without we had time to give you all the 
particulars of our retreat. Our lives are in the hands of the Lord and 
by his will we will surmount all difficulties and come home safely. 
Again farewell till you hear from us again. 


Yours &c 
W.H.H. & J.c. Shibley 


P.S. Wm. Lewis and Fred Coleman are all on hand and well. 


Letter No. 10 


Camp 3 miles west Huntsville, Madison Co. Ark. 
Saturday Oct. 18th 1862 


Dear Father and Mother. 


Again we are permitted through the mercies ofGod to say that 
we are both in good health and spirits. As you will see from the head- 
ing of this that we have again been moving. Day before yesterday 
(Thursday) we left the camp above Fayetteville and arrived here yes- 
terday evening. How long we will stay here we have but little idea. 
I rather think however that we will probably stay in this vicinity for 
several days. 


As for army news I do not (think) that we have any thing 
more than you have provaly heard, as you will get news as soon as we 
will. What the design of our late backward movements are we (privates) 
can but conjecture. I hardly think that we have moved backward for 
fear of the enemy but believe that it was merely a military maneouver. 
It has been reported in camps for some time that the Feds were forti- 
fyed in Springfield. How when we started from above Fayetteville, Col. 
Copps with his command marched (with 8000 it is said) for Kansas; 
from this I think it is the design totry to draw the Feds out of 
Springfield and then for us to go in behindthem. (This is just con- 
jecture.) The boys from our neighborhood are well. John West has the 
sore eyes though they are better now. Mr.Spoon has had one chill but 
is nearly well again. He has had a very severe cold. 


Frank Dewitt came into camp several days ago by whom we 
learned that you started our clothes by Mullen. He came up to within 
8 or 10 miles ofFayetteville and hearing that we were moving he turned 
and went back taking with him the clothes you had started to us. 
Joseph Vines died in Fayetteville on the night of the 15th. I accident - 
ally came across Joe Conley of Putnam Co. celebrity. He belongs to a 
Missouri battery and talks of sho-oo-oting the Feds. I believe I have 
but little e lse to write so we will save the rem. of this sheet and 
write again in a few days. Our warmest love to all especially to our 
dear Parents. 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. ll 


Camp 3 miles west Huntsville, Madison Co. Ark. 
Sunday evening Oct. 19th 1862 


Dear Father & Mother. 


Yesterday I wrote a letter to you and had took it to the ex- 
press office and hadnt been back more than an hour or two before, to 
our great pleasure, James Bushong arrived with your letter and all the 
clothing that you so kindly sent us. We were truly glad to hear from 
you again as it is the first letter since we left “lk Horn: We are 
still in good health and notwithstanding poor fare are eat and saucy. 


John Seenene ‘is about i: inches taller than I am. -and if the 


war should continue and:he continues growing in a short: time he will be 


lengthy. I wrote in our letter yesterday all the news in reference to 
army matters that we had. So we will say but little except that Maj. 
Genl. ‘Hindman | is expected to arrive today. 


Our clothes. rah fit us first: rate and will be entire suf-— 


ficient to make us comfortable this winter. Our clothes were bragged 
on by all that sawthem. I gave John Samuel choice of coats. He chose 
the Green one; they are excellent coats. With our clothes we also re- 
ceived some cakes and two very large apples.The cakes we divided among 
our mess mates. One of the apples we presented to our Capt. and re- 
ceived his thanks, the other we will part and eat our selves. For our 
clothes we are thankful and hope to be able to reward you for your 
toils in procuring them by obedience and attention to your wants. 


By James Bushong we send our summer pants (except the linen 
one which we will keep to use as drawers) together with our vests and 
cotton joseys, also both our knapsacks as we were ordered to draw 
knapsacks furnished by the Government, andthe probability is we will 
have to carry our clothes after this. We are sorry having put Mother 
to the trouble of mak(ing) a new one and then so soon throwing it 
aside but there are many unforeseen events happening in the amy. 
Those that we drew are made out of heavy material having leather 
straps on them. We both have our knapsacks entirely full. 


We must not neglect to say that the wilt and carpet are 
both on hand will bid Jack Frost defiance. The carpet will be an ex- 
cellent thing. 


Abraham Spoon, John Samuel and I sleep together and for our 
bed we now have 4 blankets, 2 quilts, a piece of turkey carpet that we 
drew large enough to double and the piece of carpet that you sent us. 
You spoke about shoes. John Samuel's old shoes hold out wonderfully. 
They are good shoes yet, in addition to them he has a pair that Marion 
West found and gave him which are entirely whole. Mine are very good 
though they will soon need half-soling. I have drawn a cap as my hat 
was worn out. John Samuel's hat is very good yet. We now have 3 pairs 
of socks a piece as we have but little more than worn out the yellow 
ones we started with. John Samuel has a sort of a drop round about 
that we bought very cheap in addition to the clothes you have sent us. 


We have some three sheets of paper yet beside what you sent us that 
‘we got at the rate of 250 per quire. We have near $3 in money and if 
we should need it I think we could get more. I saw Frederick Coleman 
this morning. He desired me to say for you to give his father & mother 
and children his best respects. : 


o I believe there is little ‘else to write this time. Your instruct- 
~dions at the last of your letter we hope to comply with although this 
is an awful place. This is truly the fire that tryeth the good and bad 
metal. Your letters are guardians over us, therefore writen often and 
freely. I have just finished eating the last of those cakes. True they 
and the apples were insignificant in themselves but they expressed the 
love and esteem of those we regard so tenderly at Home. We sent in our 
~ clothes, a book that we will no longer be able to take with us, also 
some things that were picked up on the Battlefield at Elk Horm. 


Yours affectionately 


W. H. H. & d. S. Shibley 


Letter No.12 


(Envelope: 

By Express Camp McCulloch, Arkansas 
Henry Shibley, Van Buren Arks 

care Ward & Southmayde) 


In Camps on East fork "White river 
25 or 30 miles southeast Fayetteville 
Thurs Oct. 23rd/'62 


Dear Parents: 


A few hours after James Bushong left us ------ morming we 
are marching and after marching 3 days we arrived here yester evening. 
We came by the way of Huntsville and then down the Ozark road, We are 
both in very good health yet as are the balance from the neighborhood. 
The test boys, Coleman and all others. 


We have but little to write except mere conjecture. Gen'l 
Hindman made a speech last night but few heard it but the Officers. 
Today is to be a.day of general inspection. It is generally thought 
that we will not come further south until we are compelled to by sup- 
erior forces. There were Federals reported at Huntsville yesterday. 
Yesterday we crossed the mountain betieen War Eagle and this creek and 
we had to carry our knapsack which was our initiation in to this vrac- 
tice. We have but little to write as there seems to be nothing more 
than vague rumors. We merely wrote to let you know where we vere &c. 
We will close for the present. Love to all. 


WiHoHe dec. Shibley 


Camps of lst Regt 2nd Brigade 


[" 


Letter No.13 


Vamp on Mulberry Arks 
Tuesday morning Nov. 4th 1862 


Dear Parents. 


We received yesterday evening your kind letter of the 2nd 
and were truly glad. lir,Peal had arrived a little before it and we had 
been conversing with him and had found out that you were all well and 
also the imvortant news of the neighborhood. 


We are all well and want to come home very badly but there 
is no honorable chance as yet. Weare in hopes that there may be 
arrangements made soon for us to come home for a few days but we have 
but very little assurance of it. Several of the boys from our neigh- 
borhood went home yesterday without permission. They were sent after 
last night. 


We sent a few lines to you yesterday by A. Smith but we had 
but little time to write before he started. Mr.West also promised to 
stop and tell you verbally how we were and the camp news generally. 
There is great didsatisfaction and in camps two or three Companys 
stacked their guns yesterday and demanded their pay. They finally took 
them up again by the Col. Prather promising that the money shouldbe 
paid as soon as it comes on, 


How long we will stay here is doubtful. Some think we will 
go north again this winter. Transportation is very much reduced so 
that if we again move up will probably have to carry our clothes if 
not blankets. ‘ie could hardly give you a detailed account of our late 
doings on paper. Laying out without blankets; marching day and night 
without food; and other hardships all help to make up the life of a 
soldier. While we were marching on the retreat just this side the Bos- 
ton riountain we received your letter of the 28th. We were tired and 
worn out but the spirit of love that was manifested in it buoyed us up 
in both mind and body. 


Mother wanted to know something about our clothing. We need 
a pair of drawers a piece but there is a great deal of clothing here 
for distribution and as the Factory is burnt maybe we had better draw 
here and let you keep all the clothing you can. About shirts I expect 
we have as much as we can possibly carry. Come down and see us if you 
can handily. S»yoon says to tell lir.Gill to come. 


Yours &c 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 14 


Saturday 7 A.M. Nov. 8th 1862 


Dear Parents. 


We are both very well. I am better of my cold. We received 
by the hands of J. West our handkerchiefs and suspenders for which we 
are much obliged. They will answer the purpose first rate. We have no 
news and there is no indication of moving. We drew a pr of drawers a 
piece yesterday. They are very good and strong. Nothing of importance 
happened since you were here except the execution of 3 men the evening 
you left here. They were from Washington Co. and had been aiding the 
Feds’, 


Yours &c 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 15 


(Envelope: 

By the kindness of Mr.Peal, 
Henry Shibley 

Crawford County, Arkansas 


In camp near the river Wednesday A.M. 
Nov. 20th 1862 


Dear Parents. 


We probably should have written sooner but since we have 
been here we have had nearly a continual rain and as there has been 
considerable passing in to the neighborhood I suppose you know how and 
where we are situated. We are both well. There is considerable sick- 
ness in camps particularly measles. Several of the boys in our company 
have them. We have no idea how long we will stay here, but it seems 
probable that we will stay some time as we are building a hospital not 
of a costly nature but out of round logs. There is no news in camps 
worth relating. The whole army still remains together. Forage is very 
scarce. The teams have had but 3 ears of corn to the mule since yes- 


terday morning. 


I will have to close as we are both on duty today. The river 
is rising and now in boating order, We are encamped 4 mile from the 
river on the upland in a very nice situation. We generally get water 
from a small creek that runs back of us hardly as far off as the river. 
If the river was fordable a person could come from the neighborhood by 
the way of Savage's here in 6 or 8 miles. 


Nothing more but remain your affectionate children. 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 16 


Camp Mazzard 
Wednesday morning Dec. 24th / 1862 


Dear Parents. 


We will send you by West a few lines to let you know the 
state of our health. John Samuel has had a very sore finger. It has 
broke and is mattering and is betting better, I have felt some better 
since we came over than I did while I was at home. My eyes however are 
quite yellow. We will probably move to another camp ground about 4 
miles from here, today. No news of interest in camps. John Samuel drew 
him a stump jacket. A happy Christmas to you all, 


Yours affectionately 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. I7- 


Camps on Piney Pope Co. 
Jan. 6 1863 


Dear Parents. 


I embrace this opportunity to let you know that we are both 
well. We are camped on the river Piney 14 miles below Clarksville and 
2 miles fromthe Ark. river. All the boys are well but Mr. Spoon. We 
left him at a place 7 miles south of Roseville. He was better the last 
we heard from him. We have not heard from you since we saw Father on 
Sunday morning and we are very anxious to know what has become of you. 
The West boys came to us Tuesday evening. Whit Thomas and Hannibal 
Stephenson also came to us. Alvis Smith has not been heard from. Rob- 
ert Stephenson requests me to say that he and Cam are well. We arrived 
at this place yesterday evening and we suppose we will probably remain 
here some time. 


Wednesday morning Jan. 7th / 63. We will finish our letter 
this morning and start it to you by Ed Scott's son who is here and go- 
ing to start for VanBuren. We have but little news to write as we have 
been marching nearly all the time since you saw us. As John Samuel 
Says we are very anxious to know how the Feds used you. It is strange 
that we can hear but little from the neighborhood in any way. We have 
heard that the enemy took G. Austin and nearly all the negroes in the 
country. You can imagine how our hearts sank within us when we heard 
the roaring cannon at VanBuren. 


The boys from the neighborhood are well with the exception 
of Wm. Bushong and Abraham Spoon. Bushong had a chill or two though he 
is better now. Abraham was left as already stated. The probability 
seems to be that we may stay here for some time unless the enemy ----- 
us. We will bring our letter to a close hoping that we will soon have 
the great satisfaction of hearing from you all. 


Quint Bailey is still with us. He is trying to get a pass to 
go home but has not succeeded as yet. 


Affectionately your Sons 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


HO 


————— 


Letter No. #6 


(Mailed in home-made envelope. 
Evidently carried by messenger 

to Fort Smith, where it was post- 
marked Feb. 1, 1863 and "Due 10" 
written in corner. Addressed to 
Henry Shibley, VanBuren, Arkansas) 


Little Rock Ark Tuesday Jan.20th, 1863 


Beloved Parents & family. 


We once more have the great privilege of writing to you. We 
are both in as good health as could be expected from the exposure and 
hardships that we have endured for the last 8 or 10 days. We wrote you 
a few lines by Scott's sons when he and Quint Bailey left us at Piney. 
After they left us we took up our line of march for Lewisburg but be- 
fore we got to that point we received orders to push on to Little Rock 
as quick as possible; then commenced hard times as our road laid down 
the river passing through a great deal of low swampy country. The 
night before we got here a rain set in which wet us ard all our bed 
clothing and rendered the roads impassable for anyone except soldiers; 
but we waded through arriving here last Wednesday evening. The rain 
still continued to come down without cessation. At night it turned in- 
to a snow which continued without interruption until next evening. 


We encamped just at the edge of town that night and passed 
one of the worst nights I ever experienced as we had left our tents 
and the train failed to get up. Saturday we started for Pine Bluff to 
meet as we supposed the Federals. We arrived there Sumay morning, 
found everything quiet and the Feds reported gone out of the ----.They 
took Arkansas Post and about 4000 prisoners which you have heard prob- 
ably before this. 


We stayed in Pine Bluff long enough to cook our breakfasts 
and then reshipped again for this place am arrived here yesterday 
evening. We are quartered at present in a large dwelling house. Others 
are in churches and the state arsenal &c. We heard from you by a let- 
ter written to Wm. Bushong, learning that the Feds had taken Charley. 
We hope they have taken nothing else. We will have to close. R.W. 
Stephenson wants me to state that he and Cam are both in good health. 
This you will please try to convey to his parents. W.Thovas, W.Bushong 
Abraham Spoon are all well. 


We send you the Bulletin giving an account of the fight at 
the Post. Where we are to go next we know not but every chance we have 
we will write. Give our love to all and remember us in your prayers. 
We’ would write more if we had time but must close. 


Yours as ever 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 19 


Camp 14 miles S.W. Little Rock 
Tuesday Jan. 27th/ 63 


Dear Father and Mother 


We have an opportunity of sending a letter by an old gentle- 
man that thinks of trying to go to Van Buren and we of course embrace 
the opportunity. We are both well and trying to keep inas good spirits 
as possible although the times are rather unpropitious _ as we have 
hardly been dry for the last two weeks. The rain has come down in 
abundance. Last night the clouds blew off and the sun is again shining 
this morning. 


wie heats is much better than when you last saw me. John 
Samuel had something like the jaundice occasioned we supposed by the 
exposure we have went through. We saw Uncle William about a week ago. 
He was not very well, exposure and fatigue had given him a swelling of 
the feet and legs like Stopes He got his money for his mare that he 
sent to Texas. 


One month ago this morning we left the line branch above the 
May farm. What we have passed through since then would make quite a 
volume could it be carefully narrated;, but we will not attempt a nar- 
ration here, . .trusting that through the mercies of God we may see you 
all face to. face once more. We have heard nothing from you except by 
the letter of Miss Bushong stating that the Feds had taken OldCharley. 
If they took nothing else we are glad, The loss of your horse will 
seriously interfere with your farming operations, But I fear not but 
what there will be a way provided. 


We have but little army news. The talk is that we will re- 
main here the balance of the winter unless we are disturbed by the 
Yankees. If we go into winter quarters here it is said we will floor 
our tents and. remain in then. It was also rumored in camps yesterday 
that the Feds were again ascending the river. 


We generally get the Democrat every week. We are told here 
that the mail line is entirely suspended from hereto N.W. Arkansas. 
If this be so you get no papers. Iast weeks paper gave an account of 
a terrible battle between the forces of Bragg and Rosecrans near Mur- 
freesborough in Tenn. The Federals admit a loss of 30,000 men killed 
wounded and prisoners, Bragg fell back 5 miles to Talahoma. Our loss 
was not given. Bragg took 200 waggons, 4000 prisoners and thirty odd 
pieces of cannon. 


Gen. Van Dorn has been put in conmand of cavalry. He has 
lately made a very successful scout in Tenn. and iiiss., taking and 
destroying a great deal of property. Butler the Beast has been re- 
lieved of command at New Orleans. He has gone north and it is thought 
he will be appointed Secretary of State vice Seward resigned. H.Greely 
has been tendered the command of a Negro Brigade. Lincoln has made his 
threatened proclamation declaring the Negros free and to be received 
into the U.S. service. Public men in the north no longer fear to ex- 
press their disapprobation of Lincoln's doings. 


We have not time to write much more as this (is) a day of in- 
spection and -some of the other boys want me to write for them. Mr, 
Spoon says: to tell tir, Gill that he is well and would be very glad to 
hear from him. He says he is out of money out of clothes away from 
friends and among his foes. Give him also our respects as well as all 
the other neighbors particularly Charley Bailey if he has got home and 
living. ‘ , hid 

We probably should say something about Little Rock and coun- 
try. The City is a beautiful one, some larger I think than Hannibal 
though more scattering, built-houses hardly as substantially built. 
The City is lighted with gas -and there has been great’ attention paid 
to ornamental shrubbery and shade trees which (add) a great deal to 
the beauty of the City. The City contains some very generous and kind 
people but as a general thing they are of the middle. and poor classes. 
the rich set back and seem to regard a wet and hungry soldier as some- 
thing beneath their notice. They will certainly receive their reward. 


This is the third time’ we have written to you and we shall 
continue to write when we have opportunity, not knowing however wheth- 
er you ever see them or not. Searcely anything would be more accept 
able to us than a letter stating you were all well and giving us the 
news. We bide our time. : | | ERE 


We must close always hoping for the best. Fearing not what 
man may do unto us, but trusting in him who is able to preserve us 
through all dangers. Our love to all. 


Your Sons 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 20 


Camp near Little Rock 
Friday evening Jan. 30th / 63 


Dear Father and Mother 


It was but the other day that we wrote you but not knowing 
whether you ever got our letters or not; we will aim to write every 
chance. We have just returned from a visit to Uncle William and also 
Dudley Onstot. They are both well and send their best respects. Dudley 
sends his respects to Uncle George and Aurt Malissa. Uncle Will is in 
much better health than he was when I last wrote. 


We are both well as are all the boys generally from the 
neighborhood. M. West has been complaining but is better now. Till, 
John, Whitfield Thomas, Wm. Bushong, A. Spoon, Dick amd Cam Stephenson 
& J. Davis are all well. John McCurdy is complaining slightly. We have 
heard by the Julia Roane of her capture in V.B. last Sunday. So we 
suppose the memy has again scoured our country. We send you in this 
envelope the Democrat which if you ever get (it) will be interesting. 
We have made arrangements to take the Gazette out of the Office while 
we may stay here or the mail to you be suspemded. I must close for 
lack of time. . 


Our love to you all 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 21 


Camp near Little Rock Ark 
Tuesday Feb 10th A.D. 1863 


Dear Parents 


We again write you a few lines to say that we are in tolera- 
ble good health. John Samuel is complaining some with cold and dysen- 
tery and I have been complaining with cold myself. 


We still have had no word from you and we know not how to 
account for it. We humbly trust that you are still in health and cir- 
cumstances that permit you to live without suffering. This is the 
third or fourth letter we have written since we have been here. We are 
still encamped near the city andthe probability is that we may stay 
here until spring. Our mess have built us acabbin and moved in so 
that we are very comfortable. We wrote you in our last of having seen 
Uncle William and Dudly. We have not saw them since. 


Things here are quiet. The latest news say that Bragg and 
Rosecrans had had an awful battle at Talahoma Miss. Feds utterly rout- 
ed, our victory complete. Also that the Feds had given up Vicksburg as 
a bad egg. 


Wednesday morning llth. William is on guard this morning so 
it falls to me to finish this letter. About a week ago we drew our pay 
to the 31st Oct. We got $96.50 for both of us. We now have $100.00 in 
Confederate money and some pocket change. We would be very glad to 
send you some of it but we fear it would be lost. 


All the boys from our neighborhood are well except John Jack- 
son. He is at a private house in Little Nock. He is some better this 
morning. Hobert Stevenson grows bigger and fatter every day. Cambell 
Stevenson, Francis Neal, Abram Spoon, W.H. Bushong, L.W. Thoms, John 
McCurdy, three West boys, John Davis and aohers are well as before 
stated. We have had no news from you except a line to Wm.Bushong from 
his sister stating that the enemy had taken your horse. However we 
commend you to the protection of an All Wise am Gracious Providence 
who has brought us this far through all trials and dangers. We should 
be very glad to see you but we are not homesick. Wetrust that we 
shall meet you all in peace at the close of this war. 


Enclosed we send you a fine tooth comb. It cost us two dol- 
lars. If we had convenient opportunity we would send some other arti- 
cles. I believe I have written all the news. Give our best wishes to 
Mr.Gill and Mr.Coleman. As to those in your neighborhood who belong to 
this Army we think they have not done their duty. Remember us in your 
prayers. 

W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 
We get your paper from the Office. 

P.S. We would send you a lot of notions like pins, needles, 

pat .thread, cotton cards &c if we had a chance. 


Letter No. 22 


Camp near Little Rock 
Saturday Feb 2lst 1863 


Beloved Parents and family. 


We have a few minutes to write a few lines and send by Jos- 
eph Clegg who is about setting sail for VanBuren. We are both in very 
good health as is the case withthe balance of the boys from the 
neighborhood. Capt.Wallace started up a few days ago by whom we sent 
$75.00 and our greetings though he started so suddenly that we had not 
time to write. We earnestly hope you have seen him before this and 
heard from him of how we were getting along. 


We havent heard directly from home as yet. We hope ard pray 
to God who has sustained us in all trouble that you are still under 
his fostering care. You have but a faint idea of the satisfaction am 
relief it would be to hear that you were well and unmolested by the 
enemy. This we will modify (You have a very good idea, but we can not 
express the emotions of pleasure it would awaken in our hearts.) 


There is stronger indications of peace Ithink now than 
there has been before. The men are generally considerably elated with 
the idea (of) shortly returning to their families and homes. The Feds 
have given up Vicksburg again. No other news of importance in the 
papers except the general tide of feeling and expression throughout 
the North. We hear no news or indications in our part of the army. The 
health of our army I think is as good as armies generally have. Our 
company has been quite lucky as to health since we have been here. 


I called upon Elder Platenburg of the Christian church in 
the city and found him a very sociable and kind. If the day will per- 


mit J expect to goin to meting tomorrow. I think he will probably 


loan us some books as he has a very extensive library. If we succeed 
in this we will spend many an hour profitable that would be otherwise 
wasted. 


The irreligion and profanity of the army is very great, but 
I hope that we will keep in mind your admonition and nurture and de- 
port ourselves as men in the fear of the Lord. 


We must close for want of time. Remember us kindly to all 
the children. I dreamed of seeing them last night while sleeping upon 
our cot of boards. And to you our dear parents we send our unchanging 
love. 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


P.S. Excuse all bad spelling and writing. I have borne the 
rank of 2nd Sergt since we have been here. 


Letter No. 23 


Camp near Little Rock 
Sunday evening Feb 22nd / 63 


Beloved Father and Mother. 


We address you a few lines to say that we are still enjoying 
mercies at the hands of our heavenly Father in the way of health and 
the right exercise of our minds, God grant this may find you all 
equally as well. 


We write this evening particularly on one accoutn viz: Capt. 
Pain sends by a gentleman by the name of Bates (of our company ) an 
order for the horse, saddle and bridle he left in your possession in 
Dec. I will confer with Capt. Pain in the morning and if he will sell 
said horse I will send you his price and in case you should think the 
horse worth it and necessary for your use you can send word the first 
opportunity and we can pay him for it. Knowing that the Feds took your 
horse we thought it might be of importance for you to have the use of 
the Capt's. Recollect if you want the horse, We can pay for him. 


Furloughs are being granted for the time of 30 days. John 
Samuel and I have considered the propriety of one of us coming up on 
furlough and have deemed it hardly vrudent as we have already done you 
all the good we could at present, that is if you have received the 
money we sent you by Capt. Wallace (4:75.00). There is some talk of our 
getting our bounty. There is also a rumor that our Brigade will be 
ordered to that country to protect it from the depredations of the 
enemy. It is by no means, dear Father and Mother, because we have no 
desire to see you that we think it proper to defer coming for a while 
any how but we thought there would be a better time. 


We were at church today and heard a very good sermon. The 
Elder invited us home with him but we declined -— promising to call 
some other time. I am writing by fire light therefore you can look 
over mistakes.Be of good cheer and may the good Lord who has preserved 
us thus far grant to shield you from all danger. 


Monday morning Feb. 23rd / 63 
I have saw the Capt this morning and found him in first rate 
health, He says in reference to the horse that if you still have him 
and the saddle and think them worth $115.00 one hundred fifteen dol- 
lars to keep them. Or the horse at ,100.00. And in case you don't want 
to purchase and can make other arrangements for a team to keep him 
anyhow. 
Yours &c 
W.HH. & J.S. Shibley 


Capt. Pain is connected with the Commissary Dept and needs a 
horse but says he would not deprive you of a team under any considera- 
tions. He didn't know the Feds had taken Charley till I told him this 
morning. He rather expects that they took his saddle also,if not horse 
also. 

Yours most effectionately 
Hen. & J.5.. Shibley 


Letter No. 24 


(Small home-made envelope addressed 
Henry Shibley . 
Van Buren Crawford Younty Arkansas) 


Camps near Little Rock Ark 
Feb. 24th 1863 


Dear Parents. 


We embrace this opportunity to inform you that we are both 
in good health. We started a letter to you yesterday morning by iir. 
Bates of our Company who has a furlough for 30 days. Mr.Daniel also 
has got a furlough and expects to leave for home tomorrow. Sowe 
thought it best to write again as we suppose you will be glad to hear 
from us. At least we should be very glad to have a letter from you as 
we have not heard directly from you since we saw you. But we commend 
you to the protecting care of a kind providence knowing that He is 
able to deliver us from all evils. And while we think it strange that 
we have got no letters from you, we know that it is not your fault. 


We have no news of importance to write. It is rumored here 
that the Federals have again abandoned Vicksburg. le are comfortably 
situated here in our cabins’ and tolerably plenty to eat. We get meal, 
peas, beef and sometimes a little pork. Also sugar and some molasses. 
le are not wanting for clothing. le have a good supply yet and have 
occasionally an opportunity to draw more. Our company has been re- 
cruiting some, 4 came in today among them two of the Mullen boys. 


We have not seen Uncle \7illiam for some time. His regiment 
is below here on the river. He was tolerably well when we saw him last. 
William is on guard tonight. He requests you to do nothing by which 
you may get into difficulty. We should be very glad to see you all and 
be at home with you once more. Yet we are not homesick. tbe put our 
trust in God hoping that this war will soon close. 


Health is good in camps. All the boys from our inmediate 
neighborhood are well. le sent you 75 dollars by Capt. Wallace which 
we hope you have received. 


Yours affectionately, 


J. S. Shibley 
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Letter N».25 


Camp near Little Rock 
Sunday evening March Ist / 63 


Beloved Parents and family: 


We have opportunity of sending you (by Capt. Pat May) anoth-~ 
er short letter. tl:e are both in very good health for which we can not 
be too thankful. le earnestly hope this may find you equally blest. 
The boys from the neighborhood are generally in very good health; in- 
deed they are beginning to jump and wrestle as they used to'do. The 
health of the army is generally I think very good and in buoyant spir- 
its with our prospects. 


: It is said that Gen. Hindman is to be transferred from this 
to the east ilidd. dept. and that Gen. Price is coming west most likely 
to this part of the District. The change will I think have a good 
effect as the name of Gen. Price goes a long ways with the” soldiers 
here. I got the Gazette yesterday evening. It says the Feds are still 
working in the ditch or canal ati Vickburg by which they expect ‘to 
flank Vicksburg. The mortality of their men is said to be very great 
amounting to a 100 pr day. I also saw the Vemocrat Bulletin of yester- 
day evening stating that our forces had cut the levee above the ditch 
by -which the Feds were obliged to take their. forces out on ‘boats to 
Providence. There has also been a battle of some note on Blackwater, 
Va. between the forces of Pryor and Cochran. The Feds were worsted and 
lay the cause of their defeat to running of the Pennsylvania militia, 


There are several U.S. Senators and HKepresentatives that no 
longer fear to denounce the administration and its measures. The Chi- 
cago Times and N.Y. World exnose its tyranny and corruphness.The Times 
says that H.Greely is the ruling spirit of the administration and that 
he is now for peace and the recognition of the Confederacy. So we are 
all greatly in hopes that there will not be more than one more summer 
campaign at most but it may be otherwise. 


This has been a very beautiful sunshiny day and the little 
birds and frogs herald the advent of Spring. Peach trees are blooming 
out and it seems that we ought to be making preparations for a crop 
but it is our lot to still be in the service of our country and as 
long as this is the case we will try to do the best we can and quit 
ourselves like men. 


We have bought us two books, one Goodrich's 6th Reader, the 
other Johnson's Chemistry. |e think they will be valuable to your 
library if we get them home, lie have had review today by which we were 
Windered from golag toe church in the city. We afterward went to meet- 
ing in our regiment so we have been busy. l:e devote some time to read- 
ing and we find nothing so fraught with instruction and advice as 
Mother's Bible. Often do we think of you all and wonder what may have 
happened to you by this time as we hear the Feds were in VanBuren the 
first of the week. May you be shielded from all harm. A kind Good Night 
to you all. 


(Small sheet enclosed as follows: ) 


Monday Morning, March 2nd / 63. We will add a few lines to 
our short letter and bring it to a close. We are still in good health. 
Mr. Gill is in fine health and desires you to say the same to his fam- 
ily. We wrote you a letter after his arrival acknowledgeing the re- 
ceipt of your letter and the prs of socks. -- We write every chance we 
have but not knowing whether you get them or not. We sent you by Capt. 
Wallace $75.00 which we expect you have received before this. We also 
sent by letter a paper needles and a fine tooth comb. Mr.Gill has made 


-no definite arrangement about soldiering. He still has the horse he 
~ bought as he came down. He had the one he started with stolen by Jay-— 


hawkers, -- Capt. Payne has sent up for his horse by a man from our 
company. He said if you could make no arrangement for a team to keep 
the horse. His price is $100.00 if you want to buy him. We can pay for 
him, We will draw our bounty in a few days, also we expect 3 mos. pay 
by which means we will be able to pay Mr. can some too. we must close 
for lack of time. Yours until death, 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


P.S. We want to write to Uncle Wm. He is at a fortification 


below here on the river above Pine Bluff. 


P.S. I slip in the Bulletin which you will read and then 
BIVeG™=ULOMU. ells 


Letter No. 26 


Camp near Little Rock Sunday ilorning 
March 8th A.D. 1863 


Dear Father, Mother and Family. 


As Tilghman 'est will start for home on furlough in a few 
days we thought it best to commence writing in time. lWe are both in 
ordinary good health for which we should ever be thankful. We trust 
that when you receive this you may be equally well and comfortable. 
The health of our army is very good; indeed the health of our company 
has rarely been better. 


We have heard nothing from you since the arrival of Mr.Gill. 
Mr.Gill is still with us and in very good health. he has made no cer- 
tain arrangements yet as to what he will do. He is waiting to hear 
from our neighborhood to see what the feds are doing with you all. 
We hope for the best but fear that the best is bad enough. If we knew 
that you would have a sufficiency to eat and wear we would be well 
satisfied. 


We have been in the habit of writing you a few hasty lines 
by nearly every opportunity giving you such news as time would permit. 
So that if you have received all our letters you have an outline of 
our general news. 'e started to you last week by Capt.May of Van Buren 
a short letter and last !ednesday's Democrat by which if you have re- 
ceived you will see that we have made important changes in the way of 
Generals. 


Gen. Hindman has been relieved of command here and ordered 
to report at Vicksburg. Gen. Frost has temporary command of the army 
at this place. Who will be our subsequent Genl we can not say for cer- 
tain, though it is said to be Gen'l Price. I hope that this may be the 
case for I certainly think that no man would suit this army better 
than Price. If this be so I hone that we will be led to drive back the 
ruthless invaders and pillagers and free our homes from the dangers 
that now beset them. | | 


We have nothing very definite from the east. It has been re- 
ported for several days that a battle was in progress at Vicksburg, 
rumors of success were very favorable until yesterday morning when the 
rumor was that the city had been taken. This may or may not be true. 
If we receive any further particulars before we start this we will 
give them to you. 


Our army affairs are the same dull monotony or every day 
sameness which generally attend the caisps of large armys. le are drill- 
ing daily with revievs and inspections for a rarity of at least once a 
week. There has been one man executed here since we have been here. 
He formerly belonged to Col. Brooks' hegt which he deserted and was 


S\ 


taken co-operating with the jayhawkers. One Brigade of our army is be- 
low here on the river fortifying; it is theBrigade to which Unclelalliam 
belongs. !‘!e wrote a letter to him last week but have receive no answer 


-ten men. The plan is not a “ood one. 


as yet. He was in very good health the last time we saw him. I haven't 
saw Capt, Pain since the morning I wrote you of by iir.Bates, 


I am sorry that the Cant. sent for his horse and by what Mr, 
Gill says asks°too high a price for him, I think he ought to have tak- 
en into consideration the condition the horse was in when you first 
took him. If you get this before you see ir. Bates you will be at the 
first of the arrangement. The Capt. asked 100.00 for the horse and 
915.00 for the saddle. He says the horse cost him 140.00. He also 
said if you didnt want to buy and could make no other arrangements for 
a team to keep him any how. If you conclude to keep him we can pay for 
him as the @ant.said he would wait for the money. You will see that we 


- often write one thing several times; we sometimes forget what we have 
_-written and then again we don't know that you get all our letters, 
« therefore we often repeat one thing. 


We must give you the price of some of the necessaries of 
life. Flour ‘1.00 a lb. Bacon 1.00 do. Pork 35 cts. Sugar 50 cts. 


. Coffee 37 a lb Salt 50 cts alb- and odbbher things in proportion. 


Cotton cards are selling at 25 and if we knew that you thought it 
best .we would try and-send you a pair. le are sure you need them; in 


_ order to buy them ‘ve would have to borrow money; I rather think we 
- could do this as it is nearly certain we will draw our bounty before 


long. If this should be the case we then could replace the money. '‘e 


‘ill consider the propriety of such a step. 


We are not in need of any clothing as we have frequent chan- 


ces to draw more. Jie have drawn a factory shirt apiece since we have 
been here and I think I will draw a pair of pants the next opportunity. 
Our socks hold remarkably -- we yet have 4 pairs in wearing condition 


including those received by Mr.Gill. John Samuel's boots are not much 
worn, but mine were long since thrown away and I now have a very good 
paif of shoes. ‘e write this particularly that you may know that we 


’ ere not in need of any articles of clothing. 


We have great concern for your safety. But we rely greatly 
upon Psalm 46 "God is our refuce and strength; a powerful help in 
trouble."Therefore we will not fear though earth chage. He quietth 
wars to the end of the earth; the bow he breaketh in pieces and cut— 


“teth asunder the spear." 


The preceding week has been very pretty weather; today how- 
ever 18 a rainy drizzly day. Peach trees I suppose are in full bloom 
as I saw them bloom near two weeks ago. I have not been out in the coun- 


. try any since we have been here; but it is said that the big farmers are 


preparing for a large crop of corn. 


We get as a seneral thing enough to eat although we have had 
no meat for a day, This was occasioned however by the meat spoiling on 
the hands of the commissary. ‘e get meat and Beef and Pork 3 days 
rations alternately of each. Some Sugar and occasionally iiolasses. Our 
cooking is now done by a regular detail consisting of one cook to every 


: I think of very litt&2® else to write at this time but we 
will probably fill up the other page before we finish. The Gazette has 
suspended publication for lack of paner, 


4D 


Tuesday morning iarch lOth 1863 


Ve are in very 7ood health. "e have made arrangements to 
seid you a pair of cards and some thread and other things as 
pins and needles. ‘e can not go to town ourselves but will 
send tir. Gill to buy the articles for us providing Till Bets 
a boat today. 


Tiy Yours in haste 


W.HH. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 27 


Camps near Little Rock March 27th 1863 
Dear Parents: 

I believe it to be a duty that we owe to you to keep you ad- 
vised of the state of our health &c. And although I have no very good 
news for you this time yet I shall tell you the plain truth as it 
exists. 

William is still quite sick though the doctor says he is not 
dangerous, He now has the Typhoid fever which you know is a very slow 
kind of sickness. The doctor says he can see no dangerous symptoms but 
that he will probably be confined for some time. As I wrote you before 
he was first taken with Dysentery or Cholera Morbus which made him 
very weak, When this was apparently cured and he had gained some lit- 
tle strength, he took the fever. This was about six days ago which 
was about the date of my last letter to you. He has no particular 
pains and rests very well for a sick man. 


Mr. Gill is here and does every thing in his power to render 
William comfortable. He is now gone to the bottom for some slippery 
elm bark. I am excused from all duty so that I have nothing to do ex- 
cept to nurse l:illiam. Bro. John West has assisted me greatly in many 
ways, and offered me the use of money which however I have not yet 
found necessary. Mr. Bates went into the country the other day and got 
some Irish potatoes of an excellent quality and butter. Of these he 
very kindly gave us a portion quite sufficient for our purposes. Lieut. 
Howell had done very kindly for us as well as many others. So that 
although far from home we are surrounded by kind and willing friends. 
I feel safe in saying that William shall not suffer for any accommoda- 
tion that can be obtained at this place. 


William has now been sick thirteendays and has borne it 
with truly Christian patience and fortitude, placing his trust in God 
who doeth all things well. Now a few words to Mother: Do not grieve 
yourself about William but place your trust in God who we are told 
hears the young raven when they cry unto him for food. We know that 
this sickness cannot be unto death except it be the will of God. We 
shall endeavor to profit from these afflictions and be more thankful 
for the blessings we enjoy. 


General Price arrived day before yesterday and was received 
with denonstrations of great joy. Yesterday Gens. Smith, Holmes and 
Price reviewed the troops at this place. Mr.Gill heard Price speak in 
town yesterday. He said that he had a written document from the Secre- 
tary of War transferring his old division now at Vicksburg to this de- 
partment as soon as the crisis at that place shall be past. 


We have not had any word from you since the arrival of Mr. 
Bates on the 21st. Mr. Daniel and Estes who are on furlough have not 
returned, Their time was out day before yesterday. We are looking for 
Captain Wallace soon so we expect to hear from you soon, Captain Payne 
came to see us last Sunday. He is in fine health and weighs 180. He 
said he was entirely satisfied with the arrangements made about his 
horse, Yesterday morning there was quite a sharp frost here though not 
enough I think to kill peaches or young corn. Today is fast-days, the 
churches in town extend particular invitation to soldiers. There is 
also divine service in camps. I will write to you again in a few days 
and let you know how we do, As ever Yours &c 

Jno. S, Shibley 


“ 


es 


Letter No. 28 


(Envelope addressed: Henry Shibley, VanBuren Crawford Co. Ark, 
By the hand of Mr.Brownfield, to be left at VanBuren P.O.) 


In Camps near Little Rock April 2nd 1863 
Dear Parents. 
As we now have an opportunity of sending a letter to you by 
Mr. Glack we thought it best to send you a few hasty lines although it 
is only two days since we wrote to you. William is now decidedly on 
the mend for which we are truly thankful. I have written you three 
times since he has been sick besides this. This is the 19th day that 
he has been confined to his bed. Today he has sat up a half hour or 
more. He appears to be doing well in every way. 


Mr.Gill is here. He has been troubled with his neck for sev- 
eral days, but that is getting better and he does not apprehend any 
danger. All the others from your neighborhood are well. 


Alvis Smith and Porter Davis and others arrived night before 
last. By Smith we received yours of the 27. We are pleased with your 
horticultural enterprise for when the war is ended we shall not want 
to wait for fruit trees to grow. I suppose you are planting your corn 
by this time and I believe it will do about as well as if planted 
earlier. You must excuse this hasty scratch for I have not time to 
write you a letter. I will write again when I am at leisure, Until 
then, believe us as ever 

Your Affectionate Sons, 
W.H.H. & Jno.S. Shibley 


Enclosed with this is a letter to Mrs.Gill from her husband. 
In that letter are two papers assorted needles. One is for Mrs.Gill, 
the other is for Mother. We sent you a paper needles and a fine tooth 
comb by Mr. Slack some six weeks ago. We should like to know whether 
you received them or not. 


Saturday morning Apr. llth 1863 
Dear Parents and Family. 
By mismanagement we did not get this letter started by Mr. 
Slack. We now have an opportunity of sending it by Mr. Brownfield of 
Frog Bayou. We have great reason to be thankful to our Heavenly Father 
for his great mercies. My health and strength is improving slowly but 
I think surely. I am now able to talk about some and sit up most of 
the time. I lost over 30 lbs during my sickness, was confined to my 
room 25 days. Iwas as well treated as I possibly could have been in 
the amy. My friends deserve my lasting gratitude. John Samuel is as 
true a brother as any cne ever had and a most excellent nurse, His 
health is better than it was at our last writing since he has partial- 
ly been relieved of the great care he had of me. Mr.Gill is well and 
doing some business by which he cleared expenses and a little over. 


Yesterday was pay day. We drew 4 mos wages and our bounty. 
John Samiel drew $80.00 and I $97.00 making $177.00 which a part we 
shall be ready to send to you or pay Captain Payne as you shall order. 
We must close for the present. Our most affectionate love to you all. 
May the Good lord shield us from dangers and sin is our prayer. 


WHH & JS Shibley 


~ 
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Letter No. 29 


| In Camps near Little Rock 
. Monday April. 6th 1863 


Dear Parents, 


We received yours of the 27th ult. by the hand of Alvis 
Smith who arrived here last Tuesday. Since then I-have written you a 
Very Hasty letter enclosing two pee needles, one for Mother and the 


“other for Mrs. Gill. 


William has recovered fully as page as I eset expect. This 
morning he is sitting up by the fire in his chair or walking about the 
house with his cane. Mr. Gill was troubled with the swelling on the 
side of his neck for several days, but yesterday he turned it out and 
pronounced it well. Otherwise he is in very good health. Mr.John Jack- 
son has another attack of fever. He was sick for several weeks after 
we first came to this place. He mended very slowly but had at last got 
about well again when he was taken dow again. All the rest of the 
boys from your neighborhood are well. 


The weather has been fair and springlike with the exception 
of cold northerly winds. It has been very propitious for planting corn 
for the last week and we suppose you have got yours in before this. 


There is a rumor here that there has been a great battle in 
Tennessee and a great victory for southern arms, but this lacks con- 
firmation. There have been some considerable disturbances in the 
vicinity of Springfield, Ills. The Military undertook to arrest some 
deserters when the people made resistance. The Military then procured 
a stronger force and succeeded in arresting the deserters. The people 
afterwards raised a mob and rescued the prisoners and had them at last 
account. 


Gen. Price has taken command in the place of Gen. Hindman, 
Every thing here is quiet. They are building a pontoon bridge across 
the river at Little Rock. Men have been sent out to rebuild the Rail 
Road bridge across White river which was destroyed by the Federals. It 
is also said that a party have gone to work the roads from here to 
"Peach Orchard Gap" on the Ozark Mountains which is on the road to 
Forsyth in Missouri. From these facts you may be able to form some 
conclusion relative to the movements of the army. But at present there 
seems to be but little indications of a move at a very early day. Some 
of the troops have been paid off within the last few days and it is 
said that we will receive some pay before long probably tomorrow, 


Capt. Payne has visited us several times since William has 
been sick. I think he is a gentleman and every way entitled to your 
confidence and esteem, 


Perhaps you felt some uneasiness about William but you now 
see that our God has not forsaken us yet. More than this He has said 
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." My health has not been 
very good since we have been here although I have done duty most of 
the time 


SS 


Tuesday 7th. Since writing the above Mr, Tilghman West has 
arrived and we learn that you have not had any letters from us lately. 
But that has not been our fault for this is the fifth letter I have 
written to you since William has been sick. In those letters I gave a 
detailed account of his sickness not endeavoring to conceal anything 
from you. He had an attack of the Typhoid fever and was. confined to 
his bed for 21 days. This is now the 25th day. © He walked out of the 
house today for the first time. eg 


We received "your letter of the lst inst. and are glad to 
learn that you are getting along-so well. Mr. Gill requests me to say 
that. he has got employment by the government. in gathering up govern- 


ment mules and horses that are scattered through the country. He is to 


get ale, per head and--deliver them at: Little Rock, 
We wile ptewdiva Se Shibley 


(Marginal post scripts: ) 


I am anette about a little this morning. I will try and be. 


very careful, We were glad to hear that you were all well and getting 


along so well. May the good Lord still continue his kindness to us ae 


William 


Three of the letters I wrote to you were sent by express via 
Fort. Smith. I am very. sorry that you did not get then. : 


Letter No. 30 


In Camps near Little Rock 
Wednesday Apr. 15th 1863 


Beloved Parents and Family. 


We again have an opportunity of sending you another short 
letter, We have abundant reasons to be thankful to our heavenly Father 
for his great blessings. My strength is returning and I now enjoy very 
good health. MI think I am free from all disease and am now able to 
walk about without my cane. John Samuel is improving in health also. 
All the boys from our neighborhood are well. Mr.Gill-was well day be- 
fore yesterday when I last saw hin. I said the boys were all well. 
Tilghman West has had the tooth ache severely for some time until yes- 
terday when he had it extracted. Marion has also been complaining some 
though to no great extent. 


Our last word from you was by Till West dated Apr. 2nd. We 
also received by Capt.Wallace two letters, one of Feb. 28th, the other 
March 2lst, last two though were nevertheless interesting for the good 
advice they contained and the expressions of that sympathy and regard 
that bind us so closely to you. We have both resolved that we will by 
the Lord's help try to so walk and keep ourselves that whether we 
should fall in the din and carnage of battle or by disease that we may 
be ready for the summons whenever it shall be his gracious will. We 
earnestly hope and pray for the end of this unholy war; but we are 
fully assured that the end will be in due time; it therefore becomes 
us as loyal soldiers and citizens to wait patiently that time and to 
do all we possibly can to forward the cause of Liberty and personal 
rights. 


We have nothing in the way of army news more than vague rum- 
ors that are not worth your attention. Our army here is in very fine 
condition and excellent health for so large an army. We have heard 
nothing from Uncle William for a long time. We wrote to him but have 
received no answer as yet. John Samuel was in the Missouri part of the 
army last Sunday visiting Capt. Payne and Dudly. He did see Dudly al- 
though his messmates said he was just stepped out some place. Monday 
and tionday night we had a long and continued rain sufficient to raise 
the streams, Yesterday was cloudy and cool; cleared off last night and 
today is a beautiful day. Elder Platenburg speaks in our brigade on 
Sunday when the weather permits. My sickness has prevented me from 
hearing him. He is no doubt a talented man. We have a man in our Regt 
that officiates as chaplain of very ordinary or common abilities. 


Please write whether Mr, Rivis got you a pair of cards. And 
also what we shall do with our money. I havent any idea that Capt. 
Payne needs that money for the horse from what he told me at the time 
I bargained for him. Tell Emeline Bailey that the Accounts of her Hus- 
band can not be settled here. Such Acts are settled by the War dept. 


You can say to Mrs. Coleman that I do not know whether her 
brother is‘still-in Brookes' Regt or not, as I havent been able to go 
to sees If I should ever see him I will speak of it in our letters. 
Fredric I suppose deserted or something else about the time we crossed 
at Morrison's Bluff. Tell Smith we depend mightily on him and to be a 


good boy, stay pretty close at home and avoid the company of bad boys _ 


or others.: In fact tell all the children to be good and recollect us 
until we come home when we hope to find them all improved with their 
books, We have a book, Goodrich's 6th Reader, to send the first good 
opportunity. Which we hope will be a useful book for Smith and Edna. 
We must close for the present. Our Love to you all. May God shield you 
from the dangers of the enemy. 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Fa 
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Letter No. 31 


In Camp near Little Rock April 30th 1863 


Dear Parents: 


It is now two days since William left Little Rock on the 
steamer Tahlequah bound for home. I suppose therefore that ere this 
reaches you he will be with you. I regret that it was out of my power 
to accompany him but as it was I could not. Perhaps however it is all 
for the best. I should like very much to be at home and spend a few 
happy days with you, However I shall be content to remain where I an, 
knowing that although absent from the family circle still I am not 
forgotten there, I hope you will all enjoy yourselves in the best 
possible manner and not let my absence cast any blight upon your hap- 
piness. 


I have improved in health a good deal since William left me. 
I am now as well as I have been for the last six weeks. I still con- 
tinue to use Townsend's Sarsaparilla. The bottle I have is almost ex- 
hausted, I intend to get another bottle before we leave here, I think 
it has a very good effect on me and I hope by continuing its use that 
I may be restored to health. Yesterday I did a pretty large washing 
for myself. 


On Sunday last Richard Martin was taken sick with Pneumonia 
fever. He is doing very well I think. His case is not a very bad one. 
Marion West has Diarrhea tolerably bad. Mr. Baxter is able to be walk- 
ing about again. Besides these cases the health of our company is very 
good, 


To William I would say that things go on in camps very much 
after the old fashion. We have been talking of moving since you left 
but we have not moved yet. I do not believe that we will stay here 
very much longer, Last night the Captain received orders to the effect 
that -- The time having arrived that the army must again take the 
field, he (the Captain) was to collect all surplus clothing, leaving 
two suits to the man, and all surplus bedding leaving one blanket to 
the man, and make them into a bale and leave them at little Rock. This 
it is said is done on account of the lack of transportation. So you had 
not better bring any more clothing from home for me. I shall retain my 
big quilt for myself and our other light blanket for you. You need not 
send me any more clothing for I have as much as I can manage. 


Our Lieutenants Howell and Miles are quite out of sorts 
about the petition to Gen. Fagan. lIlieut. Miles had a falling out with 
Andy Hays about the same subject. Hays has left the Captains mess. Mr. 
Eastus is now cooking for them. 


I have bought me a knife since you left for two dollars. The 
ring I sent to Edna I wish her to wear and by it remember me. 


I have no news of much importance to write. We have had some 
slight reverses in lower Louisiana but to what extent is not known, 
Some of our boys are giving themselves a great deal of trouble about 
going to Louisiana or Red River, but these fears I think are entirely 
groundless, 


When Tilman West came back here he said that John West had 
written a letter ----- William was sick stating that he was quite sick 
and instructing his folks to conceal the fact from you. I desire to 
say that I had nothing to do in that, and that I never tried to con- 
ceal the truth from you. In haste. . ‘tha hemes 


Jno. S. Shibley 


Sn en a EE 


Letter No. 32 


In Camps’ near Little Rock Ark May 2nd 1863 


Dear Parents and family. 


ay hoe 


I received your of the 25th ult. yesterday evening. I was 
truly glad to learn that you were all well and that times were quiet 
with you and I hope that the same state of things still exists.I wrote 
you a letter day before yesterday and started it by express. But ob- 
serving that yours came by mail I have concluded to write you again. 


When William left me I had been sick for several days but I 
‘am now well again, that is to say as well’ as I have been for the last 
=six weeks. -I still continue to use the Townsend sarsaparilla which I 
“think is benefitting me. The bottle I had is nearly gone. I: mean to. get 
another before we leave her. | aa 


The health of our company is tolerably good now. KHichard 
“Martin had an attack of Pneumonia but the doctor broke it up in a. few 
-dayS. If he takes proper care. of himself he will be well ina few days. 
Mr. Baxter is up and about again. Marion West has been somewhat unwell 
for a good while but he is better today. Hobt. Stevenson is a little 
unwell but is up going about. Porter Davis is unwell this morning. I 
fear he is going to be sick. Maples has been a little unwell for a day 
or two. All the rest of the boys from our neighborhood are well. 


The weather is cool and cloudy. It is now raining with a 
fair prospect for a full days rain. 


I have but little news to write. Things go on in camp very 
much after the old fashion. We are still talking of moving but have 
not moved. We have received orders to turn in all our surplus clothirg 
leaving two suits to aman and all our surplus blankets leaving one 
blanket to a man. The Captains of companies have orders to make them 
into a bale and leave them at Little Rock. This is done on accourt of 
the lack of transportation. Most of our boys are giving themselves a 
great deal of trouble about going to Louisiana. - But I think these 
fears are entirely groundless. 


Our two Lieutenants Howell and Miles have been considerably 
down in the mouth since William left about a certain petition sent to 
Gen. Fagan. Lieut. Miles had a falling out with Andy Hays about it and 
Hays has left the Captain's mess. Mr. Eastus is now cooking for then. 
Lieut . Simons is still under arrest. Several days ago a party of sol- 
diers broke into a house by night, some 4 or 5 miles west of here on 
the Camden road. Some of them caught the old man and his wife and held 
them until the others searched the house amd found between2 and 3 
thousand dollars in Confederate money which they carried off. Ten of 
the men have been arrested in Grinstead's regiment our near neighbors. 


There is but little war news here now. There have been some 
slight reverses in lower Louisiana. Loss Unknown. Rosecrans is fallirg 
back toward Nashville. No battle with him yet. 


I am glad to learn that David Parks is learning to spell. 
This is effort in the proper direction. I hope all the children will 
improve their time and learn all they can, and especially the larger 

ones. I think I can fully avpreciate Jacob Irving's happiness with his 
chickens. I should like very much to be with you all am spend a few 
happy days with you. Remember me in your prayers. 


Jno. S. Shibley 


(Marginal post script: ) 


To Wiliam: I shall keep my big quilt for myself and our 
light blanket for you. Perhaps you had better bring back your other 
blanket and we can sew the two together. You need not bring me any 
more clothing for I have as much as I can manage. 


: The pay rolls have been made out tothe first of May and I 
Suppose we will be paid off again. If we should perhaps we would be 
able to pay Captain Payne for his horse. However do as you think best. 


Letter No. 33 


In Camps 4 miles from Little Rock May 10/63 


Dear Parents. 


I am now in about the same state of health that I was in 
when William left me. I have been sometimes worse and sometimes better 
but on the whole about the same. 


As you perceive from the dating of this letter we have moved 
our camps. We moved yesterday. We are now encamped 4 miles from town 
on the Camden road and in a very nice situation. 


I received your letters and presents by Mr. Gill. Thank you 
for the cakes and for the paper which will be of great benefit to me. 
I also received a letter from William a week ago today stating that he 
had arrived safely at home. I wish I was there too. I have applied for 
a sick furlough. It has been signed by the Captain, the Colonel and 
the Surgeon and sent up for the General's approval. I do not know 
whether I shall get it or not. However,I trust to the providence of 
God that all things will yet work out for the best whether I get a 
furlough or not. For we are told that all things work together for 
good to them (that) love the Lord. And I trust that I am one of that 
number, : 


I have discontinued the use of Townsend's Sarsaparilla. At 
first I thought it helped me but afterwards I could not perceive that 
it did me any good. If I should get a furlough you need not look for 
me before the 22nd and from that to the 25th, for I shall not be able 
to get a boat until the Tahlequah goes up again. Mr. Gill will give 
you all the news’ so I need not write any on that head. 


I should like very much to be permitted to come and see you 
but if I cannot I shall still be content. I am not given to despond- 
ency though I say it myself. I have been unwell a good deal in the 
amy but I have never been out of heart or homesick, This morning it 
is cloudy and looks like rain. Give my love to the little children. 
Tell them I have not forgotten them. I dreamed of some of them last 
night. I remain as ever 

Your most affectionate son, 


Jno. S. Shibley 


I have not heard from Uncle William for a long time. Capt. 
Payne came to see me Sunday. 


4 
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Letter No. #7? 


Camp Price Ark May 15 1863 


Dear Parents: 


I did not succeed in getting a furlough so I shall have to 
be content to remain where I am. My health is somewhat better for a 
few days past. My furlough was signed by our Captain and Surgeon and 
approved by Col. King. It was then sent to Gen. Fagan for his approval 
and has not been heard from since. Two others, one for Jack Coleman 
and one for Mr. Hines, were sent up at the same time and with the same 
result. Mr. Abram Jackson is here. He has been trying to get a fur- 
lough for William Jackson but I fear he will not succeed. He talks of 
starting home tomorrow and I expect to send this by hin. 


It is Sunday morning am there is meeting in Camps near by 
so I must leave off writing to attend preaching. 


Well preaching is over. Had a very good sermon, the best I 
have heard since I have been in the army. 


There are no new cases of very serious sickness in our com- 
pany. William Jackson, Marion West, Mr. Coleman and myself have all 
been under the weather for sometime. I believe it is Dyspepsia or 
something of that nature that ails me. The general health of the amy 
is good. First Lieut. Miller of Wright's Co. of Frog Bayou died last 
night. 


Our Camps are pleasantly situated in a tall shady grove of 
pines and oaks about 4 miles from Little Rock on the Camden road. We 
have plenty of good water which is an advantage we did not have at our 
old Camps. The news here is rather important and cheering. I suppose 
you have heard before this of the battle of the Wilderness near Fred 
ericsburg in which Gen. Jackson lost his arm. That was on Sunday. On 
the next Tuesday Gen. Lee following up, his success attacked the Army 
under Hooker driving them back across the Rappahannoc leaving their 
killed and most of the wounded in our hands. 


I should be very glad to hear from you as I have not hada 
line from you since William's letter of the 3rd which is two weeks ago 
today. I hope that you are getting along well with your fam work and 
enjoying yourselves with William. I should like very much to be with 
you all and @ joy your society for a time. But it seems that this must 
not be so. And so it becomes me as well as all other true philosophers 
to be content with our lots, be they what they may. I have every con- 
fidence in the management of our heavenly father. We cannot perish on 
the battle-field or die in camps without it be his will. And if it be 
his will should not we submit without a murmur? I hope that the child- 
ren will all be good from first to last and not forget their books. 
Remember me in your prayers. "The effectual fervent prayer of the 
Righteous availeth much." 


Jno. S. Shibley 


Letter No. 35 


Camp Price 5 miles SW L.R. 
Tuesday A.M. May 26th / 63 
Dear Parents and Family: 

It was my good fortune to arrive safely in camps last night 
about 11 oclock and find John Samuel considerably improved in health 
to what he was when I left. He says he thinks he is as well as he had 
been since we huve been down here, 


I had some delay in getting down, the cause of which I shall 
relate, We arrived in Dardanelle on tuesday evening dark having been 
hindered by the breaking of the rudder and low water. At Dardanelle we 
were told by the Officers in command that our Regt. was expected to be 
in there on the evening of the Thursday following, and we were advised 
by them to wait there for it. We accordingly waited there and missed 
the opportunity of going on down on the Leon. On Friday it was remored 
that it was Morgan's regt instead of ours and finally the rumor became 
certain news. There we were without regiment or transportation and 
waited until Sunday evening when the Steamer Ben Cousin came long and 
we embarked arriving here as above stated. I am truly thankful that I 
have been attended with the good luck to get safely back and find my 
brother in as good health as he is and that I have seen you all and 
had such a pleasant visit which I can revert to at any time with the 
greatest of pleasure. 


My health is quite good considering the rough times for the 
last few days. I have been busy talking with John Samel and the other 
boys since early this morning. I will give place for John Samuel to 
finish. - Yours truly 

WeHoH.s 
(On other side of sheet: ) 


Dear Parents, 

Last night I was made glad by the return of lilliam. Indeed 
I was getting quite anxious for his return not that I was lonely or 
out of heart but because I was anxious to hear all about home and to 
receive the presents which I knew you would send, not for their real 
value but as a token of your love. 


I was glad to see thatl/illiam had improved so much in health 
during his absence. I also am much better than I was when he left me. 
I have been steadily improving for the last two weeks and I hope that 
by taking good care of myself I shall be able to make it through until 
the wheat crop is harvested when I hope we shall draw flour, for al- 
though I preferred corn-bread at home it does not agree with me in the 
amy. 

I am grateful to acknowledge the receipt of your presents, 
By William's delay at Dardanelle the potatoes and radishes were 
Spoiled but I appreciate your gift as much as if I had received the 
articles. The cakes and sausage were duly received. The sausage is in 
fine keeping apparently as sound as it was when it was put up. Thank 
you for the hat andthe shirt and all the other little tricks to 
tedious to name. I shall wear the ring that Edna sent me and remember 
the loved ones at home, May God shield you all and bring us safe home 
again at the close of this war is my constant prayer. 


J. S. Shibley 


Letter No. 36 


Camp Price Arks Sunday Morning May 3lst 1863 
Dear Parents. 


This is to acknowledge yours of last Sunday which was re- 
ceived yesterday evening by the hand of Lieut. Howell. le were glad to 
hear that you were all still enjoying health. We are both as well as 
any one could reasonably expect, considering we have both been unwell 
this Spring. 


We are glad that Mother has got a pair of cards, There is 
none here that can be bought for that. We were both in town yeaterday 
and tried to get the material for making Blk Ink but the extract log- 
wood could not be bought. I succeeded in collecting Mr. Marrs! money 
which we send enclosed, Mr.Coleman and William Jackson expect to start 
for home this morning on sick furlough by whom we send these lines, 


Health in camps is tolerably good. The pneumonia has been 
prevailing here to some extent though it seems to be abating now. John 
Davis of our ness has been quite sick. He is convalescent now. There 
are no new cases in our company. Marion West has been quite sick with 
diarreah at his sisters in town. We were in to see him yesterday. He 
looks very bad though they say he is improving. Til] and John are both 
well, Mc Turner came in two or three days ago and is now here alive 
and well so that Mr.Turner can be assured that he is safe. 


You will probably get the news of the present before you get 
this. The battle at Vicksburg was raging Friday evening. Our troops 
had been successful so far. The Gazette resumed publication yesterday 
which you will probably get and learn the news up to the present. 


I have not seen Capt. Pain since my arrival. There is talk 
of our drawing money soon. If we do we shall be able to pay him some 
any how, No definite news about our moving in any direction. John Sam- 
uel could have had a sick furlough now I suppose if he had not have 
got better, I think furloughs to well men are not granted now, I am 
greatly in hopes that with proper care John Samuel may regain his full 
health and strength. I am quite sure that his general health is better 
now than it has been for two months. If he should be so unfortunate as 
to get down again I will try and get a furlough for him to come home 
and recruit his health if we should think it practicable. 


We have but little else to write at present and as the boys 
are nearly ready to start we will close for the present. 


Affectionately Your Sons 
W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


P.S. We also send yesterday's Patriot. WHH & JSS 


Ll 


Letter No. 37 


_.Camp Price, Tuesday evening June 2nd 1863 
Dear Parents. | : sii aoe 


- We wrote a ete, Sunday morning and started it~to you by Mr. 
P.¥.Coleman but not knowing but what he may (be) detained on his jour- 
ney as traveling facilities . are uncertain, we thought. it proper to 
write one by mail also. We acknowledge in it the receipt of your let- 
ter by Lieut. Howell which was a satisfaction hardly describable. 


We also gave you the news up to Friday from Vicksburg and 
enclosed $10.00 of Wm. Marrs! which I collected without difficulty. We 
are both in very good health. John Samuel is steadily improving and I 
only ‘lack strength of being what I was before I was taken sick. Health 
is moderately good. Jno. Davis can walk round a little. No other sick- 
ness in our company of any importance. Marion West is still quite weak. 
He is in town with his sister, | ; ‘Yale 


We have very cheering news from Vicksburg. The great battle 
is still progressing. 20,000 dead federals are said to be laying be- 
Bofe the entrenchments and the Federal Commander asking for an armis- 
tice to bury them. Our Commander refused saying that fighting was the 
order of the day instead of burying. This is believed to be reliable 
in substance by our Officers. At least there seems to be no fear of 
the city being taken as our whole force of that part of the Confeder- 
acy is concentrated there. | 


Parsons' and McRae's Brigades have both started northward. 
Gen. Price also started yesterday the same way. All we know of the 
probable intensions is that they started north. Our Brigade is the 
only one here now as Gen. Tappan went toward Camden 10 days ago. How 
long we will stay we have not the slightest idea, Though it looks as 
if we would not stay long. Our brigade battery (Blocker's) has report— 
ed to us and is now camped here, They are also supplying the deficien- 
cy of guns, cartridge boxes, knapsacks & buoyant spirit and good dis- 
Cipline generally prevails throughout the brigade. It is said we will 
draw money up to the lst of this month probably this week. 


Capt. Pain is now gone without my seeing him and it may be 
some time before we are again together. John Samuel saw him twice 
while I was gone. He said nothing about the due bill you spoke of in 
your letter. If we have another opportunity we will make the Capt safe. 
We have had no word from Uncle William. l’e shall probably write a let- 
ter to him this evening. We do not know for certain whether they are 
below here onthe river or not but have no news to the contrary, so 
that if our letter should reach him we will probably hear from him 
soon. 


We are very pleasantly encamped here having good spring 
water in abundance which is rather remarkable for this country. ‘Wheat 
is being cut here now, two or three of our (company) went out to help 
this morning. I expect one day will probably do them as soldiers are 
proverbially lazy. 


I asked John Samuel to write some but he is busy cleaning 
his musket and merely takes time to read over what I have written, I 


-am thankful’ that I had the privilege of visiting you and spending my 


time so happily and then returning and finding my brother so much in- 
proved in health. God grant that the time be not far off when we both 
may return in peace. Ve must close for the present. Next time I will 


- say something about the army church. Farewell. 


W.HAH. & J.S, Shibley 


(Postscript in margin: ) 


John Samuel was offered $8.00 for his hat but it fit him as 


if it had been made for him. Prices are still very high. Eggs 2.00 
‘Butter 13 at 2$. Onions $1.4 per doz. Flour 40 cts and going down. 


Letter No. 3°8 


little Rock Wednesday Noon June 17th / 63 


Dear Parents. 


Ve send you by Mr. M. West a hasty letter to let you know of 
our good health and spirits. Our Brigade is crossing the river today 
and will probably all cross before night as there is a Pontoon Bridge 
upon which we can cross rapidly. Our company has resumed its position 
in the regiment. We are going in the direction of Jacksonport and it 
is generally thought that a descent upon Helena is contemplated. 
Whether this be so or not we are undoubtedly going to cooperate with 
"Old Pap". 


We are taking with us two suits clothes, one blanket and one 
tent for every 15 men. So that it seems that it is not a regular can- 
paign. Indeed I heard Col. King say this morning that we would be back 
here in two or three weeks if we had good luck, John Samuel and I are 
leaving our carpet together with an over and under-shirt a piece and 
my most worn pants. We left them with a gentleman that Capt. Wallace 
left a lot of his baggage subject to our order in case we should not 
return to this place and we should need them. JI sold my shoes this 
morning for $25, I would not have done it but I either had to carry or 
leave them. 


We have no news further than from the papers which you will 
get as soon as you do this or before. Be of good cheer and fear not 
for our safety as we rely upon Him who has shielded us before, I am at 
Mrs, Waddles and will call and bid Elder Plattenburg goodbye as he 
lives just across the street from here. We heard him preach a very 
excellent sermon last Sunday. Give our respects to Mr.Gill and family, 
also Mr.Baileys folks. You can tell Mr.Turmer that Mc is well and go- 
ing with us. 


I must close for fear I get behind the command. 


Yours most truly — 
WoHH. eo. S. Shipley 


P.S. We have had no letter from you since yours of the 5th. 
We will write again soon if opportunity is afforded. God bless you all. 
WHH & JSS 


letter No. 39 


. Camp Bayou eter No. 2 
13 miles N.E. Little Rock °. 
Sunday evening June 2lst 1863 


Dear Parents and family. 


We are again: permitted to ac ase you another letter and it 
is our happy lot to be able to say that we are both enjoying usual 
good health. We have but little to write as we wrote a letter the day 
before leaving Little Rock and gave it to Marion lest to deliver to 
you; and there has but little occurred since then worth your atten- 
tion. We moved from Little Rock the day after we wrote, but before we 
moved we received Yours of the 10th ult. which we were right glad to 
get as it spoke of your health and quietude. Health is excellent in 
the brigade at present and the soldiers generally seem to be in good 
spirits. 


Some cowardly villains have deserted the regiment lately, 
about 40 in numbers I believe. None from our company as yet and I hope 
there may not be. The men went from Seyler generally in which the 
Captains were not well beliked. 


The Stevenson boys and John West have not arrived as yet. In 
your letter you spoke of sending by then a little extract. If it 
reaches us we will be prepared to make ink, as we bought enough of the 
other ingredients to make two gallons ink. The material cost but 50 
cts. We have been at this place since day before yesterday noon. We 
will start on in the morning calculating to get to Brownsville tomor- 
row. The place of our destination is unknown to us and our Company off- 
icers; though it is generally thought that we are going to Jackson- 
portport on White River. 


There was meeting this morning by the Chaplains of ours and 
Brooks! Regt. A very good sermon was delivered from 25th Chap. Isaiah 
commencing at the 6 verse. He construed the mountain to mean the 
church and the feast the gift of the Gospel. The drum has just beat 
for meeting this evening. I just now looked for John Samuel to get him 
to finish this but he has done gone to meeting. So I will have to 
write it all again. 


We had a very fine rain commencing last night about midnight 
and continuing until after daylight. Crops that we passed in caming 
here generally looked very well. However, there is not many farms lay- 
ing on the road that we traveled as it runs through a low swampy 
country. 


We have no further news from Vicksburg since last week and 
in fact nothing then of consequence. So we infer that the city is 
neither taken nor the siege raised. If our gallant army can sustain 
itself there we are safe so far as our independence is concerned. It 
Seems now that we are going to make an active campaign. If we do I 
hope it may not be long before you may hear some good account of us. 


A\ 


There is a slight revival of religion in progress in the 
brigade, which is certainly very opportune as the wickedness of our 
amy is alarmingly great. Our army was greatly contaminated by our 
stay at Little Rock, particularly the Officers giving themselves to 

entiousness and drunkenness, which has a demoralizing effect upon 


Ke are very well furnished with transportation, having our 
blankets and knapsacks hauled. We have but little else to write this 
time. look over the errors I have made as I have written hurriedly on 
my knee. John Samiel has read this over and says it will do for this 
time. So with our love and best wishes for your safety, we subscribe 
ourselves 


Your Sons 
W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 49 


In Camps in Monroe County Ark. June 28th (1863) 
Dear Parents: 


We embrace the presmt opporunity of writing you. a few 
lines to inform you that we are both well, despite the hardships we 
have lately underwent. We are encamped on Robins farm 40 miles west of 
Helena. We left Little Rock last Friday a week ago. But before leaving 
we separated our baggage and left all that we could well spare. At 
Brownsville we left all our remaining baggage except one blanket with 
two suits of clothing and one pair of pants to the man, and two tents 
to the company. our company has 75 men so you see some of us have to 
take the weather as it comes. From Brownsville which is 25 miles from 
little Rock we commenced a rapid march toward Helena. On the next 4 
days we have come over sixty miles and crossed two streams that had to 
be ferried viz. White River and Rocky Roe Bayou. And all this through 
an almost incessant rain. Still I believe I am as well as when we 
started. 


William got the Captain's fly to stretch for our mess so we 
have generally kept dry of a night. All the boys from our neighborhood 
are well. I think that hardships do not kill half so many men as in- 
prudenee in living. If a man gets wet he need not necessarily take 
cold if he but know how to take care of himself. The object of reduc- 
ing our baggage was to enable the waggons to carry it for us. So that 
We have nothing to carry but our arms and accouterments. I forgot to 
say that each man is allowed one coat. I will now give way to Willian. 


I believe John Samuel has written nearly all that we have to 
say at present, as in such a march as we have been undergoing for the 
last 4 or 5 days there is little occurs that a soldier cares about re- 
lating. Col. King received a dispatch this morning concerning the 
meditated attack on Helena. Gen, Price with his Brigades forms the 
first column. Gen. Walker the 2nd and Gen Fagan the third. We are all 
moving on simultaneously; Price on the left, Fagan in the center, and 
Walker on the right. I do not know how far the other columns are fram 
us as they are going in on other roads. 


If the Federals do not soon get heavy reinforcements it will 
all be over with them. The news that we have is that there is a garri- 
son there of about 4000 men, some say less. It is thought to be our 
intention to try and divert the attention of the Federals from Vicks- 
burg. How the affair may terminate the lord only knows; but I think 
the matter will probably be decided in another week, Have no uneasy- 
ness for our safety. We rely upon God who has preserved us through 
other dangers as great as this will probably be. Give our regards and 
respects to Mr. Gill and family and also James Bushong. Remember us 
often in your prayers. 

Yours affectionately, 


W.H.H. & J.S. Shibley 


13 


Letter No. 41 


Camp near Jacksonport Ark 
Thursday July léth 1863 


Dear Parents and family. 


so Opportunity is again eeenied: to write you sibkhier short 
letter. Yours. of. the 4th was received a few minutes ago,which is three 
we have received since we left Little Nock. Now a few words as to our 
situation. We marched from theRock toward Helena quite rapidly. through 
nearly. an incessant rain wet days together, John Samuel was not able 
: to stand the great fatigue’ consequent upon: such a-march. And at Tren— 
ton: 18 miles west. of Helena he had a chill,:He took quinine and missed 
ner hee any more chills although he was Noe ands3 worn out. 


ites eo The might before the patele:  iteiy Wallace recmeees that 
he should stay at a housé until we should go in..and take the city. I 
went and obtained a house for him'to stay at. “He. turned over .his gun 
and ammunition and went to the house, stayed a few hours, came back 
with another gun and cartridge box, sea that he Hetiteved | he was able 
to go forward to the fight’ and did not feel willing to stay under 
those considerations. 


Ve started at eleven oclock that night and were before the 
rifle pits by the time it was light enough to shoot. Through the mer- 
cies of God ( as I wrote in a few lines of the 5th ) we were both pre- 
served, Then commenced the retreat of a whipped, exhausted and slight- 
ly demoralized army. John Samuel walked for several days, finally was 
obliged to ride on the waggon. 'hen we arrived at Augusta on the river 
40 miles below here, the wounded, sick and worn out were put on a boat 
and brought up here and will be sent ina few days down to Duvall's 
Bluffs by boat and from there by railroad through to little Rock, 


John Samuel, Capt.Wallace, Till est and all the rest of our 
Sick and wounded are going through that way. I was over in town late 
yesterday evening when I was with them all, John Samuel is able to 
knock about town but would not be able to march through on what we 
have to eat as we get nothing but corn bread and beef. \est's arm is 
thought to be doing very well. Capt.Vallace's wound is somewhat worse 
than it was, it is very painful. The bone is thought to be fractured, 
Joseph Houck, Kuykendall, Higgins were taken by the enemy. Whitfield 
Thomas was either killed or taken prisoner. I fear he was killed. J.B. 
Jackson missing, supposed to have been taken prisoner. The case of 
Thomas is lamented by the whole company. I will write to Mr.Thomas as 
soon as we stop long enough for us to have sufficient time. We are all 
trying to wash a little today, the first for about three weeks. We 
start on it is said in the morning in the direction of Searcy. It is 
generally thought that we are going back to Little Rock or vicinity. 


I have stood the hardships of the march better than I would 
have thought I possibly could. I have a great deal to write when oppor- 
tunity is afforded. I was truly glad to receive your letter of this 
moming. I will send it over to John Samuel this evening or go and 
take it myself. We crossed the river yesterday about noon. McRae is 
crossing his brigade and waggons this morning. We are camped a mile 


this side town. The river running between us and town so that it is 
difficult for us to go over. White River is a very beautiful stream. 
The confluence of White and Black Hivers is immediately opposite our 
Camp. The River is very high which was the cause of our coming up the 
river 80 far before crossing. Gen. Parsons crossed his brigade at Des 
Arc by ferrying 15 miles; we then came up to Augusta and found that we 
would have to ferry 8 miles. We then came here and crossed without 


great difficulty. 


R.W.Stevenson desires me to say for you to tell his Parents 


that he and Cambell are both well and will write as soon as a chance is 


afforded. The news with us is that Vicksburg has been taken. Yester- 
day the report was that Vicksburg was not taken. So we have it. uf 
will “have to stop writing for lack of time as I have engaged to 
write for John McCurdy. Write soon and a little longer letters and 
it will be a source of great consolation to Your Son . 


W. H. H. Shibley 


Letter No. 42 
Camp near: Searcy White County Ark 
Wednesday July 23rd 1863 
Beloved Parents, 


Opportunity is again aetedat of writing you another letter. 
“We have been stopped here since Monday morning. This is not known to 


: be a ‘permanent camp although it is thought we will stay here several 


ocaew if not for some considerable time. 


In my last letter written from Jacksonport: I said that John 
~ Samuel’ calculated.to go with the sick and wounded’ from there to little 
“Rock via of.Duvalls Bluff. I had mailed my letter scarcely an hour be- 
“fore he and four others of our Company that had also been left came up 
Saying ‘that the Surgeon there had ordered 411 the sick that could walk 
to report to their companies immediately. He also drove some of the 
‘wounded on to their commands. This was done I suppose that they might 
have less to transport to the Rock. As hard as it seemed at the time, 
_wevare both now very. glad the matter has turned’ out as it has. ‘John 
- Samuel is now. in improving health, has rode a good part of. the way 
from Jacksonport and the rest we have had lately has tended ‘greatly to 
restore his strength. Our sick and wounded have great and just “cause 
to complain as they have not had the attention they could ‘have had by 
proper managenent. This has been a time indeed when a sick or wounded 
man could not justly expect to receive the attention due him owing to 
the rapidity of our marching and the very meagre supplies at command. 
‘But I am sorry that I know that the sick have been shamefully mis- 
‘treated by our Doctors. 


“Whether it would be interesting no you for us to erie the 
partitulars concerning our marchings and the battle we hardly mow as 
‘we can not think of any pleasure or enjoyment connected with the trip 
from beginning to the present time.. As you have heard from our other 
‘letters we crossed the river at little Rock on the 18th June, the main 
army having crossed the day before. We then marched through nearly an 
incessant rain from then until after we crossed White river at Claren- 
don. Which made it very hard traveling, to say nothing of uncomforta- 
bleness of being wet. | 


. At Trenton 18 miles this side Helena we halted for a day or 
two and made preparations for the battle. Such as appointing infirmary 
corps; cooking two days rations; leaving all our clothing and blankets 
even our coats we deemed prudent to leave and go on in our over shirt- 
sleeves. Here we had a sort of Review and Gov. Flanagin made a short 
speech to each Regt. telling us of the hoped for success that awaited 
our arms. I must ever denounce the course of a great many of our lead- 
ing Officers for unmitigated lieing and misrepresentation. We were 
told that the lederals were entirely ignorant as to our approach; that 
the city would be very easily taken and every thing in like manner un- 
til some almost thought we would take the city with but little fight- 
ing or probably find the city evacuated. Now therefore when we came to 
the battle-field and saw the true state of affairs, men saw that the 
affair had been grossly misrepresented, their courage failed and no 
small part of our Regt and I expect of others also failed to go in to 
the battle to any extent. 


Our advance from Trenton to Helena was very cautious, occu- 
pying a space of three days and nights. Most of our marching was done 
of nights. Friday the 3rd we stopped most of the day 7 miles from what 


~cwe deemed the dooméd city. Price with his Division formed a junction 


with us today; also Gen, Walker with a 1000 men. Ammunition was issued 
to the amt. of 40 rounds to the man and every thing put in readiness 
for the action of the next day. At eleven at night we started expect- 
ing to commence the action at daylight. The march was what is called a 


‘dead march. Which gave great time for reflection. After marching to 
within about 4 miles of the city we halted and loaded our guns and 
--then proceeded on our different way, nothing heard but the heavy tramp 


of the heavy columns of infantry and the rumbling of the artillery 


carriages. 


The night was a beautiful one. The moon and stars shone 


~ beautifully and all mature seemed unconscious of the awful deeds we 
‘soon expected to execute. le passed on crossing a muffled bridge and 
‘arrived as close to the field Officers deemed prudent to go on_horse- 
‘back, They accordingly dismounted and their horses were taken to the 
“rear, At grey day our skirmishers and theirs opened up on each other. 


: We were then started cn double quick and run with all our 
might for a mile or more when we found ourselves upon the field of 
action. The city is surrounded with very steep hills and deep hollows. 


The fortifications consist of three principal forts, "Prentice", "Grave 


Yard Hill" and Fort Hindman. Our Brigade was led against Ft. Hindman 


“with the exception of Brooks' Regiment was reserved to support the 
battery. 


- The Fort wes arranged somewhat after this manner, The de- 


fences faced the west and S.W. The fort was square, built of sand bags 


of sufficient height to make a good protection for the riflemen; it 


also was defended by a battery of very large guns. Then in front of 


this some two hundred yards was the rifle pits which consisted of an 


earthen breastwork. Then in front of this was the hills and hollows 


running parallel to works which compelled us to charge over the hills 
exposed to a deliberate and murderous fire. Then to make the matter 
worse the timber had been felled in such a manner as to make it next 
to impossible to pass over the ground ai all. 


We found the enemy posted in his rifle pits and we were 
ordered to dislodge him at ali hazards, Our part of the great fight 


then commenced, After fighting for over two hours we at length charged 


and drove then from the pits to the fort. The tattle then continued 
for several hours from the pits which we occupied to the fort, but we 


‘were unable to dislodge them without it could have been done by storm 


and our forces were not sufficient for such a measure. 


Col, Bell with his regt passed the breastworks and the Col. 
and all the field officers ( except the Major ), together with nearly 
half the men, were taken prisoners. Gen. Parsons succeeded in taking 
the fort of Grave Yard Hill but could not hold it for any length of 
time. During this time parts of the army were shelled terribly by the 
gunboats, Some shells were thrown as large .as a water bucket which 
dealt death in every direction. 43 


Unfortunately for us reinforcements arrived during the bat- 
tle which may have turned the fortunes of the day against us. Our en- 
tire loss I can not tell for certain as we have had no official report; 
it was probably 1500. It is very mortifying to suffer defeat under any 
circumstances but when one has ground to believe that it might have 
been prevented by proper Generalship it makes it @oubly hard. Gen. 
Holmes must certainly be answerable for the defeat at Helena. 


John Heard who was reported as missing was taken prisoner 
and afterwards was released as a hospital nurse. He was in Helena un- 
til Monday or Tuesday after the fight. He says the Federals gave us 
credit for fighting with bravery. They anticipated another attack and 
had an alarm on Sunday evening. Heard saw the troops formed and put in 
the ditches. The negro troops were the first to get in to them. We 
have heard nothing lately from the wounded that fell into their hands, 
It is said that they treated the wounded with kindness. We suppose 
they buried our dead as they refused to let us do it. 


We fell back from the city 3 or 4 miles that evening and 
stayed until morning when we started on the retreat. We were not pur- 
sued as the Federals seemed to have been satisfied to let us go with- 
out molestation. We must close for the present as this letter is all- 
ready of some length. We are greatly in hopes that the time through 
the good providence of God may not be far off when this unholy war may 
end and we may return home in peace. 


We have bought two books here, Upham's Mental Philosophy and 
Butler's Analogy which will make two valuable books in your library. 
Give our esteem and Christian regards to Mr, Gill and Family and Mr. 
Bailey's. We have not heard from Till since leaving Jacksonport,. Our 
purest love and affection to you all, 


W. H. H. & J. S. Shibley 


Letter No. 43 


In Camps on Bayou Metre July 30th / 63 
Dear Parents: 


We are encamped at present on the Bayou Metre about 12 miles 
northwest of Little Rock. We arrived at this place day before yester- 
day and it is generally thought we will remain here some time. We are 
both in good health. My health is better now than it has been since 
last winter. 


We received yours of the fourteenth instant yesterday even- 
ing which gave great satisfaction. Particularly to learn of your good 
health and prosperity. It always gives us pleasure to receive good 
news from home and more so this time than common for it has been some 
time since we had received a letter from you. I think that you and all 
the people of the South have the most abundant reason to thank the 
lord for such a crop of wheat and such a prospect for corn. Wheat is 
good wherever we have been and in some places and indeed to take it 
generally there is the best prospect for corn that I fever saw, 


We have had rather a hard march on this trip having marched 
more than three hundred miles since we left little Rock. Yesterday we 
got our knapsacks which were left at Brownsville as we went down to 
Helena. We received all that we left and in good order, 


Health is very good in the army considering the hardships we 
have underwent. Indeed to my opinion it is not the hardships of war 
that kills soldiers but the idleness of camps. In camps now men will 
eat as much or more than they have on this march and then lie around 
in camps and not take exercise enough to preserve their health. Of 
course the hardships must kill some but not so many as one would at 
first suppose. «Ail the boys from our neighborhood are well except Mr. 
Day. He is at Little Rock and I think he has the Jaundice. Col. King 
has Rheumatism and started this morning for Hot Springs. 


I very mech regret the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson but 
still I believe it was best to defend them for as you say it has cost 
the enemy more to open the Mississippi river than it will profit them 
now that it is open. Reverses in war are what we may reasonably expect. 
Still I believe we will ultimately obtain our independence or rather 
a recognition of it. But however this war may terminate I am satisfied 
it will terminate according to the divine pleasure and that should 
satisfy us. 


It is said that Gen. Holmes is sick or crazy or something 
else, at least Gen, Price is in command. We are now having some very 
warm weather. 

I am glad to learn that your meetings are still kept up. 
Tell the little boys that I want them to apply them closely to their 
books and learm all that they can while they are small for when they 
are larger they may not have opportunity. We should like very much to 
be at home with you once more but for the present we cannot. I hope 
and pray that the time will be short until we can all return home in 
peace, Till then remember us in your prayers, Farewell. 

WHE. & J.S. Shibley 


Letter No. 44 


' (Envelope: 
Forwarded by A.H.H.Shibley Co.G 
King's Regt., Fagan's Brigade A.V.I1.) 


Camp on Bayou Metre. Ark 
~Wednesday August 5th 1863 


' Dear Parents: 


Yours of the 26th and 27th was received last Sunday morning 
and it was truly a great source’ of pleasure to hear such late and good 
‘ news from home. Particularly as your letter was longer:-and consequent- 
“ly more: interesting. It is nearly impossible for you in writing to us 
to write any thing that will not be interesting to us, as home is 
where alt our hopes and affections are centered, 


We are both in good health, first rate. John Samuel is in 
better health than he has been. for probably nearly a year and I do 
hope it may continue. - It is very hard to soldier but if we can have 
our health its hardships are very much mitigated. Health is very good 
among the piney at this place. 


We wack went into regular camps and the probability seems to 
.be that we may stay here some time. I suppose we are going to fortify, 
.though to what extent I do not know but think certainly not much as 
this is not a good situation for a fortification. The engineers are 
determining the lines at this time. We are very well situated as to 
. camps. Water is good, though unhandy. We hope to have it nearer as we 
are digging a well for every regt. 


There are 3 Brigades camped here now - Fagan, licRae and Par- 
sons. Our Brigade is commanded by Col. Brooks as Gen. Fagan is in com~ 
mand of the Division. This I suppose is not a permanent arrangement. 
Gen. Holmes is reported very dangerously ill and some soldiers have 
been heard to say they were in hopes the disease would terminate his 
eventful life. \icked wretches! 


We have no news worth relating further than that Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson have been taken. I have seen men from both places that 
had been paroled. Vicksburg was taken on the 4th and Port Hudson on 
the 9th. The troops at both places were reduced to great extremity, 
being compelled to live on mule beef for some time. Gen.Lee is said to 
be falling back. Dispatches have been received this morning to the 
effect that he had turned and had recrossed the Potomac into Pennsy]- 
vania, We have some other reports but you will probably get the news 
more correctly than we. The fortunes of war seems to be against us but 
nevertheless we hope for more prosperous times. 


But let it go as it may, it will certainly be according to 
the will of the Almighty. And as we are directed by that good book to 
be subject to the powers that be, so we will be faithful soldiers to 
the end. 


40 


AN 


Gen. Frost's Brigade is said to be at the Rock. Whether Un- 
cle William is there or not we can not say. We have written several 
times and received no answer. Dudly Onstot and Capt. Pain are here and 
both well. te have drawn no money yet and may not as I expect funds 


_are scarce. We have lately drawn clothing. John Samuel drew a good 


pair brown jeans pants. I drew a first rate pair shoes. In addition to 
this we drew a uniform jacket for each. This we done for the sake of 
uniform, We get tolerably plenty to eat, such as it is. Beef, meal and 
some sugar, which in addition to the roasting ears. and fruit we get 


‘makes us- plenty. We have not received our carpet and some clothing 


that we left at the Rock on starting to Helena. We have sent for and 


be will probably receive them tomorrow which will add some to our. comfort 


as to bedding. 


I think of writing to Mr.Thomas and give him what few parti- 
culars we have in relation to Whitfield. le have no farther particu- 


. lars as to his mournful end. Weare perfectly satisfied in our own 
minds that he was wounded and died from the effects thereof. He was an 
_. upright honorable: man, a faithful and steady friend and an agreeable 

.. mMessmate, His loss. is mourned by our entire company. 


Mr. Prophit was a strictly moral and I think religious man, 
an ornament to our company. He received a shot in his forehead and 


fell a lifeless corpse. As to James Kuykendall who-is also on the dead 
. list, I sincerely trust is not dead. He was shot after we got to the 
breastworks. He was struck in the left side with I suppose a glanced 
. or spent ball or piece of bomb. I examined him myself and do not. think 


the ball penetrated, indeed I am sure of it. If he is dead I certainly 
think he must have been shot again in attempting to get off the field. 
If you see Mr. Kuykendall you can tell him this. 


My letter will be circumscribed to one aneee so Ai must close, 


“aes our. respects and Christian regard to Bro, Gill and family, James 
Bushong and reserve for yourselves our lasting love and bal iey 


the good Lord prosper and protect you all. 


W. H. H. & J. S. Shibley 


— 


[ 


Letter No.5 
Camps on Bayou Metre Aug 13th 1863 
Dear Parents and family: 


We received yours of the 5th instant last Sunday. It always 
gives us satisfaction and pleasure to receive a letter from you and 
the more so when the letters are lengthy. The longer the better. You 
cannot tell us too much about home and the things at home. For you 
must remember that home is the place where all our affections and all 
our hopes are centered, All that we hold nearest and dearest is there, 
however humble that home may be, 


- We are both well and in good health as are all the boys from 
your neighborhood I believe with the exception of Abram Spoon. He has 
been puriy for two days and we fear he has some symptoms of fever. Mr. 
Day-and Mr. Norwood are still at the hospital in Little Rock. We hear 
from them that they are getting well. Most of our wounded are doing 
very well and some are already well. Indeed I think that wounds heal 
sooner and safer in warm weather than in cold. At least it seems that 
such is the experience of this army. The health of the amy is very 
good and has been since we have been here. Since we have been connect-— 
ed with the army it has rarely had better health than since we have 
been here, I believe as I said once before that more sickness and 
death are caused by the idleness in camps than the fatigues of the 


campaign. 


We see Dudley occasionally. He was well the last time we saw 
him, So also was Captain Payne. Their brigade is camped about one mile 
from us. John Treadway of Clarke's regt paid us a visit the other day. 
He says his brother and Uncle William have deserted and gone home. We 
are very sorry to hear this: but we cannot help it now. I wish that 
every Southern man would stand up and do his whole duty. Still I do 
not know anything of the motives that influenced him. A great many of 
the men here are in bad spirits and some desertions have taken place, 
probably a hundred in all from our brigade. There have also been some 
desertions from. McRae's brigade but I do not know how many. 


I suppose that if you get your papers yet, you get the news 
better than we do, The ----- of the llth is in camps and contains some 
very good news. At the battle of Jackson, Mississippi on the 12th of 
July, Johnson defeated Grant, killed and wounded ten thousands of the 
enemy, took three thousand prisoners and 30 pieces of artillery anda 
large quantity of small arms, 


‘Gen Lee's invasion of Federal territory has been imminently 
successful. He has defeated the enemy in every engagement and taken 15 
or 18 thousand prisoners. This will in some degree counter-balante our 
losses at Vicksburg and Port. Hudson. Gen.Lee's army is still on Feder- 
al soil and in excellent spirits and fine condition being stronger now 
than ever before. It seems to be that if the Confederate government is 
able to invade the north it certainly is entitled to a place among the 
nations. Looking at the subject in the light of your last letter and 
in the light of these facts it seems like it cannot be long before the 
South will be recognized as an independent nation. However we cannot 
tell and it is our duty to wait with patience, believing that all 
things will work out right and in due season under the guidance of Him 
whose will should be our pleasure, 


' advance it is the intention of the generals to make a stand same place 


. Malissa if you know any thing about hers. When we see Dudley -he asks 


~ your country. And Gen.Price refuses to give any sick-fuloughs to that 


(Marginal postscripts: ) 


It is rumored here that the Federals are preparing to make 
an advance from the direction of White River. Their Cavalry is already ; 
at Duvalls Bluff. It is said that Hawthorne's regt. will start back | 
toward White River this evening. Our men are erecting some fortifica- | 
tions at or near Little Rock, I think. I think if the Federals make an 


not far from here, | 
In your next letter I wish you would say something of Aunt [ 
how long since we got a letter from home. "Well we got a letter just 
the other day." Then he asks what did it say about George's folks. 


"Nothing." You see this leaves us in rather an awkward position. - [ 


We have heard some rumors that the enemy are advancing on 


part of the country, so I have been told. But if communication should 


“be cut off do not suffer yourselves to be troubled about us. We know 


by the dangers of the battle-field except it be the Lord's will. And 
if it should be His will we should be content. One thing remember, -we 
are not afraid to die. Meanwhile we commend you to the protection of 
the Lord and trust we shall all come out safe. Tell the little boys to [ 
improve their time and to be good children. I can assure them that 
they are by no means forgotten for they are often present to our imag-— 
ination. Give our best respects and Christian regard to Mr, Gill, Re- 
member us in your prayers. "The effectual fervent prayer of the pee 
eous availeth much." Farewell. . 


and you know that we cannot fall either by the disease of the camps or | 


W.HLH. & J.S. Shibley 


— 


._——— 


We were very much rejoiced to fearn that Whitfield is not 
dead, If you have any news from Kuykendall send it to us. 


You must excuse my bad writing. I have almost forgot how to 


write, 


—— 


— 


, 


| —___—__ 


 ———- 


Letter No. 46 


Camp on Bayou Metre 
Wednesday morning Aug 19th 1863 


Dear Parents: 


Yours of Tuesday the 11th was received last Sunday which 
makes the third letter we have received successively on Sunday. l-e are 
still the recipients of the great blessing of health and many other 
blessings for which we are thankful. Mr.Spoon has had a tolerably se- 
vere attack of the bilious intermittent type of Fever but is now con- 
valescent and with proper care will probably be well again soon. With 
this exception health is quite good in our company and tolerably good 
throughout the army. ; 


We were quite glad to hear the good news your letter con- 
tained concerning your health and your prosperity as to crops &c. But 
we were especially glad to hear of the confession of Tilghman West and 
the prosperity of the church and Sunday School. 


Capt. Wallace arrived safely in camps Monday evening and was 
gladly received: by his boys. We have but little news as but little 
has occurred during the last week of importance, We are still fortify- 
ing. Fortifications are being constructed here and at a rise of ground 
about 4 miles this side the Rock. Those at the last mentioned place 
‘are of a substantial earth works, being fronted by a ditch near ten 
feet deep and of about the same width, and calculated to withstand 
artillery or anything else. The works here are of less importance be- 
ing merely rifle pits with stands for artillery. 


No very late reliable news from the enemy. Marmaduke it is 
said has had a fight and taken some prisoners. It is also said that 
the Feds have captured two little boats on White River that run up 
there when we were crossing and failed to get out. If they are gone 
it is not much loss for they were small light affairs. It is probable 
that we may make a fight here if the Federals do not move on to us too 
soon nor in overwhelming numbers. It would be a source of great joy to 
us if we could give them an effectual repulse. 


I reckon this army is without a parallel as to mismanagement. 
I attribute much to this as a cause for the many desertions that have 
occurred, You ver well recollect, Father, that in the U.S.Government , 
that office was not given to the competent but to the favorites. This 
I am sorry to say is the case too often in the army. The ground cause 
of all our disasters is probably attributable to this one fault. I 
hope this may be corrected and our army thoroughly reorganized and its 
depleted ranks filled up that we may give some good account at last. 


You spoke in your letter of the letter Mr. Thomas had rec- 
eived from Whitfield. It relieved us of great anxiety as to his fate, 
We were nearly sure he had been killed and when word was received that 
he was not slain expressions of joy were heard among his old compan- 
ions in arms. There was a letter received by some of the boys from Mr. 
Thomas saying that they had also seen the name of James Kuykendall on 


a list of our wounded in the hands of the enemy, This I believed from 
the first. As I examined him after he was wounded and did not think | 
his wound at all dangerous. 


You said in your letter that you thought of coming to see us. | 
it certainly would be a joyful occurrence to see you and Mr.Gill if 
_ you could come, but you know your affairs better than any one else and 
, 80 we will not say come, but act according to your best judgement. As 
I returned to the army from home you remember I was detained at Dar- | 
- danélle. hile there Mr. Norwood and I went over to Norristown for the 
purpose of trying to buy cotton thread. We saw the proprietor and he 
half way. promised us that in case we called again we could get thread. 
If you should go there for thread it may be an advantage to you as we 
gave him our names, If I forget not I gave your name instead of mine 
expecting to write to you about it but forgot it I believe until the 
present. x a 
There are no furloughs being granted at present and probably 
will not be as long as we are in proximity to the enemy. I should be 
particularly glad if it was so that John Samuel could get a furlough. 
He says it is 8 months this morning since he and I left for the camp | 
at Mazard, And the probabilities seem to be that the time will be 
lengthened yet before we are again at Home. We will try and exercise 
as much patience as possible and put our trust in Him who directeth 

all things. 


7. ED Eld, Platenburgh preached a very able discourse on last Sun- 
day morning to our Brigade and in the evening he delivered an address 
upon the justness of our cause. It went home to the heart of every [ 
patriot. But the despicable croakers were not pleased. The Eld appear- 
ed glad to see us, this being the first time we had saw him since we 
left the Rock.. I shall close for the present hoping to receive as has [ 
been our luck another letter next Sunday morning. Give our regards to 
Mr. Gill, We should have written hima letter but supposing that he 
reads yours it seems sufficient as we always write all the news, [ 


Remember us kindly in your prayers. God shield you all. 


MW Hoe J 0S Shibley 
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